THE FORBES GALLERIES WELCOME SPRING WITH 

IMPERIAL EASTER EGGS BY PETER CARL FABERGÉ

Ringside:  The Boxing Paintings and Sculptures of Joseph Sheppard Opens

NEW YORK, NY (April 14, 2003) ─ The spring season is traditionally a time of renewal, and with Easter right around the corner, eggs are everywhere. Some are brightly colored, some are filled with candy surprises, but none are as spectacular as the jeweled Fabergé Imperial Easter Eggs on view at The Forbes Galleries in New York City, located on the ground floor of the Forbes Magazine building at 60 Fifth Avenue.  

In September 1917, one month before the Soviets seized power in Russia, B.C. Forbes published the first issue of Forbes magazine. Eighty-four years later, The Forbes Galleries have on display the most important collection of Fabergé’s Imperial treasures outside the Soviet Union. Close to 200 objets d’art by the Russian goldsmith Peter Carl Fabergé are on exhibit, including 12 of the Imperial Easter Eggs made for the last two czars of Russia.  

Several important pieces of the collection, including The Renaissance Egg and The Orange Tree Egg, are currently on loan to The Walters Art Museum in Baltimore, Maryland as part of an exhibit titled The Fabergé Menagerie, through July 2003.  The national tour of the exhibition will include the Columbus Museum of Art, Ohio, in fall 2003 and the Portland Museum of Art, Oregon, in spring 2004.

In addition to the extensive Fabergé collection, The Forbes Galleries will present a newly installed exhibition of boxing paintings and sculpture by artist/sculptor Joseph Sheppard, opening on Wednesday, April 16, 2003, on view through June 21, 2003. 

Sheppard, who is internationally recognized, recently celebrated his 50th year as a professional with an impressive traveling exhibit in Italy. More than 4,000 people attended the exhibit, and newspapers and art magazines throughout Europe acknowledged the artist with glowing reviews: “A reincarnation of the Renaissance artist with a richness that is also contemporary.”  Sheppard is a Guggenheim Fellow and has written 14 books. His works hang in museums and private collections in Europe and America, including The Forbes Collection. 

The Forbes Collection is open to the public at various locations, including The Forbes Galleries in New York City; The Forbes Galleries in Burlingame, California; and the Musée des Ballons, adjacent to Forbes’ Château de Balleroy in Normandy, France. The collection also encompasses several thousand historical documents and memorabilia of U.S. Presidents; 10,000 toy soldiers; and hundreds of tin toy boats and commemorative trophies. The Forbes Galleries are open to the public Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays (except holidays) from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free. Groups of 15 to 30 people are welcome on Thursdays and are requested to make an appointment. To schedule group tours led by the curatorial department, call 212-206-5549.
For more information, please call Laurie Baker, (212)367-4874 or lbaker@forbes.com

