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NEW YORK, NY (December 2006)  -- The December issue of American Heritage explores the rich history of holiday traditions, including the story behind the original electric toy trains (Lionel, p. 60), to the surprising past of artificial Christmas trees, which today make up 70% of American Christmas trees (Invention and Technology: Fake Fir, p. 4).  In addition, our editors look back on the historical offerings of 2006, picking the best of year, which includes Springsteen, fifties furniture, retro foods, and the luxurious Queen Mary 2 (Editors’ Choice: The Best of the Past From the Year Just Past, p. 15).

Related stories:

AmericanHeritage.com’s Guide to Historical Gifts. The holidays are here, and once again our Web site has a fantastic selection of the year’s best gifts for the history-minded, from books, DVDs, and CDs to bobbleheads.  Yes, bobbleheads!

Also in this issue: 

· Time Machine: The World’s First DJ (P. 72) –  December 24 marks the 100th Anniversary of the world’s first radio broadcast, from a wooden shack in Brant Rock, Massachusettes.
· Poker (p. 39) – American Heritage explores America’s card game, including how it developed, and how you can learn to play – in just 10 minutes!
· From Saigon to Desert Storm (p. 28) – An in-depth look at how the United States military reinvented itself after Vietnam.
· Combat Artist (p. 67) – Modern writers and painters Patrick O’Brien and Geoff Hunt combine forces to follow in the tradition of those who depicted battles at sea in the days of wooden-hulled warships and sailors in combat.   
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