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AMERICA: BOTH HOSTAGE TO HISTORY AND 

LIKELY TO BE SAVED BY IT

A Soldier-Historian Looks At How The World Has Changed In The Past Decade 

New York, New York (February/March 2003) — In an interview with Lt. Col., Ret., Ralph Peters (page 45), Fredric Smoler discusses what history can tell us of the challenges and possibilities America faces around the globe. Over the course of his career, Peters served in or visited more than 50 countries, and the experience has made him a patriot and optimist. Two volumes of his essays have been collected and published, in addition to a series of novels drawn from his experiences. 

On the role of women in society:

· “Today America operates on a wartime basis every single day in terms of our utilization of human capital. Rosie the Riveter is in the boardroom, she’s on campus, she’s flying jets off carriers.” 

· “The transformation from women as property to women as full participants in society has been the greatest revolution in human history…Repressive cultures are horrified by it because it calls into question their most fundamental, biological, sociological, and religious ideas….the oppression of women anywhere is not only a human rights violation, it’s a suicide pact with the future.”

On what history suggests about the Islamic world now:

· “…the last couple of centuries demonstrate that cultures that oppress women, that don’t have freedom of information, that don’t value secular education, that have one dominant religion that infects that the state and has power over the state, and whose base unit of social organization is a clan, tribe or extended family are just not going to compete with the West and especially not the United States.”

On American virtues that increase our edge over possible competitors:

· “I believe that perhaps our greatest advantage is a tradition that grew up over centuries…our tradition of openness to new information, of respect for empirical data, and of resistance to theoretical constructs other than those generated within the scientific community.”

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

WHO LET THE DOG’S OUT?! WE DID! (Page 8) Thirty years ago, American Heritage was the first to introduce the paintings of Cassius Marcellus Coolidge, in an article written by Carla Davidson (still on magazine’s staff). Coolidge’s 16 oil paintings of anthropomorphized dogs were done in the early 1900s for a Minnesota calendar firm. The images of dogs playing poker, and other manly pursuits, have since grown to be a beloved cultural icon. 

RACE CLEANSING IN AMERICA (page 34) Author Peter Quinn discusses the eugenics movement in America.
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