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THE TRIUMPH OF DIET SODA IN AMERICA

Also:  How the Nation’s Founders Might Handle Modern Issues

NEW YORK, NY (July 2006) ─ In the July issue of American Heritage, “Sweet Nothing” (p. 40) traces the country’s ongoing passion with diet soda, from its modest beginnings in 1950’s Brooklyn to the present-day multi-billion-dollar-a-year industry it has become.   After weathering 1960’s and 1970’s health scares caused by artificial sweeteners like cyclamates and saccharin, today’s Americans now view diet soft drinks as part of a modern, healthy lifestyle, “with soda names containing the word diet being phased out in favor of those using the words zero or light.”
RELATED ARTICLE: “What’s That Funny Taste?  The never-ending quest for fake sugar” (p. 47).

OTHER STORIES:

WHAT WOULD THE FOUNDERS DO TODAY? (p. 31)—If George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton and their peers were alive, how might they address issues such as gun control, capital punishment, drugs, terrorism and rogue states?

THE MADNESS OF MARY LINCOLN (p. 56)—Did Abraham Lincoln’s son commit his mother to an insane asylum to get at her money?  As new light is shed on an old mystery, the truth begins to emerge.

THE MAN WHO MADE “DEADWOOD” (p. 50)—Western TV series creator David Milch talks with Allen Barra about why he thinks he got the Old West right—and why he almost set his story in Casesar’s Rome.

GRAND JUNCTION (p. 25)—Unassuming Promontory Summit, Utah was an unlikely place to link the Union Pacific and Central Pacific railroads.  However, before completion of the transcontinental tracks there in 1869, it took months to get from coast to coast; now it took a mere week to travel from New York to California.
For more information: Laurie Baker, Forbes, (212) 367-4874 or lbaker@forbes.com
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