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AMERICAN HERITAGE CELEBRATES ITS 50TH YEAR 

The first in a 50/50 series, the fifty biggest changes in the last fifty years
NEW YORK, NY (March 2004) ─In honor of its fiftieth birthday, American Heritage magazine asked five prominent historians and cultural commentators to pick 10 leading developments and transformations in American life over the last half-century in innovation and technology; business; home and the family; and entertainment and culture. 
AUTHOR AND COLUMNIST TERRY GOLWAY SELECTS THE TEN BIGGEST CHANGES IN POLITICS (page 27) 
· The single most important change in American politics since 1954 is the expansion of voting rights through the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

· The decline and fall of New York ─A New York governor ran for President in every election from 1928 to 1948 because of the state’s extraordinary political power. New York today remains a place where candidates visit to collect campaign contributions, but it is no longer the state that parties look to for national leaders. 
· The end of national conventions as we knew them has changed the way candidates make themselves known. Nominees are selected not in back rooms, not on the convention floor, but in the presidential primaries. When Wesley Clark announced his candidacy in the fall of 2003, most observers believed he was joining too late. Gone are the days when Dwight Eisenhower could announce his candidacy in the same year he would stand for election, 1952. 

HOW SHOULD A PRESIDENT HONOR THE WAR DEAD? (page 30)
Since the beginning of the war in Iraq, the media has questioned whether or not George W. Bush should attend the funerals of American servicemen and women killed in the line of duty. Mr. Bush has not done so to date, but neither did his predecessors.  In fact, Mr. Bush is only following a historical precedent that was established by nearly every American President.

TONKIN: THE UNTOLD STORY OF HOW WE GOT INTO VIETNAM (page 45)

Forty years ago the USS Maddox fought the first battle of Vietnam. What actually happened in the Tonkin Gulf is still fiercely debated. This is the true story of the men who made the momentous voyage from peace to war. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Laurie Baker, (212) 367-4874 or lbaker@forbes.com, www.americanheritage.com
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