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History Happens Here

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS IS AWARDED THE 2005 GREAT AMERICAN PLACE & THE 8TH ANNUAL SURVEY OF OVERRATED & UNDERRATED
Baby Boomer Generation Comes of Age

NEW YORK, NY (October 2005)─ The editors of American Heritage magazine have chosen Little Rock, Arkansas as the recipient of the eighth annual GREAT AMERICAN PLACE award (page 50). The award, according to the editors, “honors a town or region that has an especially interesting history, and uses that history in imaginative ways to bolster tourism.” Carla Davidson, the senior editor for the magazine’s coverage of historic travel, says “Little Rock seems a particularly good choice. A sometimes painful history of racial conflict has been transformed into a moving monument to the Civil Rights struggles of the 1960s, and of course the highly ambitious new Clinton Presidential Library embodies the idea of looking toward the future while preserving the past.” 

WHO’S OVERRATED AND WHAT’S UNDERRATED (page 60)
For the eighth year in a row, historians and journalists assess the ever-shifting reputations of people and events, and once again affirm that history is never history ─ that it is the most volatile, passionate, and living of pursuits.

Categories Include: Baseball Statistic, Celebrity Trial, Children’s Book Writer, Conspiracy Theory, Founding Father, Football Coach, Lincoln Speech, Historical Museum, Movie Classic, “Old West” State, Naval Battle, Painter, Soft Drink, Spy, War Memorial, and Western Figure. 

Examples: 

· African-American Comedian

If you want to know where Chris Rock’s fierce, class-based satire has its roots, Underrated African-American comedian Godfrey Cambridge’s relatively small, long-forgotten body of work as a comedian is a good place to look.
· Crooner

In 1931, when crooning approached its pinnacle of popularity, Overrated Bing Crosby found himself in a rivalry with a younger baritone, Underrated Russ Columbo. Yes, Bing Crosby redefined singing with the advent of the microphone, but it was the competition with Russ Columbo that made him really work for it.  

BOOMER CENTURY (page 32)
No American generation has been so intensely studied, so widely celebrated, and so roundly condemned as the Baby Boomers. Raised in an era of unprecedented affluence and national omnipotence, but coming of age in a time that perceived more limited resources and diminished American power, 76 million boomers have long been defined by a vain search for satisfaction. Also Included: the cars they loved; the movies that helped form them; and the toys they played with.   

For More Information: Laurie Baker, (212) 367-4874 or lbaker@forbes.com
Please visit www.americanheritage.com – History’s Homepage
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