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ELVIS AT 70

NEW YORK, NY (March 2005) - The year 2005 marks two major anniversaries in American music: 50 years since rock n’ roll first conquered the pop singles chart in 1955, and also what would have been Elvis Presley’s 70th birthday. Author Will Friedwald, jazz reviewer for the New York Sun and author of seven books on music and popular culture, explores the musical legacy “The King” left behind in ELVIS TODAY (page 22). The author, like many others in his generation, initially viewed Elvis Presley as a caricature, with his capes and jumpsuits of his later years, never having seen him in his glory days. “His demotion from king to laughing-stock was confirmed for me in the eighties and nineties, when he was increasingly spotted walking the earth…”  However, Friedwald took the time to listen to RCA Records’ four big Essential Masters boxes, and by the time he finished with them, he had experienced his own Elvis epiphany--and the mystery of why Elvis is considered one of the great pop performers of all time was revealed. 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

MIA (page 30) – A search begun in a Washington, D.C. boardinghouse 140 years ago continues as a $100 million-dollar-a-year effort through the Department of Defense’s Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC). Clara Barton, famous for starting the Red Cross, began a one-woman operation during the Civil War that would change the manner in which soldiers who disappeared during the war were handled by the military.   

ANNE FRANK IN AMERICA (page 54) – The most famous document to come out of the Holocaust ignited arguments that resonate today.

THE CENTRAL FACT OF AMERICAN HISTORY (page 65) – David Brion Davis, a lifelong student of the institution of slavery, tells how he discovered--and then set about teaching--its vast significance. 
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