
[image: image1.png]News From Ame"can




WHO LET THE DOGS OUT?! WE DID!

Three decades ago American Heritage magazine launched

 a durable American trend

Mick, the Kerry Blue Terrier, secured his place in history with his Westminster Best in Show win last night. 30 years ago, American Heritage magazine gave another group of dogs their place in history by bringing the paintings of Cassius Marcellus Coolidge into the public light. 

“Dogs Playing Poker” was one of 16 oil paintings of anthropomorphized dogs Coolidge did in the early 1900s for Brown & Bigelow, a Minnesota calendar firm. 

Carla Davidson, who is still on the staff of American Heritage magazine, recalls how she found out about Coolidge: “My mother and I were antiquing, and she spotted two paintings for about $300 a piece. That seemed like a lot of money, so it never occurred to me to buy them; instead I sent a photographer and had them shot. I’ve been kicking myself ever since. Of course, the antiques dealer is probably kicking himself more…in 1998 a Coolidge dog painting sold at auction for $74,000.”

The article Carla Davidson wrote on the paintings 30 years ago this month elicited the greatest outpouring of letters in American Heritage’s history. Almost everyone wanted to know where to get copies of the paintings. 

The follow-up to this historic article appears in the March 2003 issue of American Heritage. 
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For more information, please contact Laurie Baker at (212) 367-4874 or 

David Poratta at (212) 367-4885.
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