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BARBECUE AND BREW PUBS; A VET RETURNS TO VIETNAM;
THE MODEL T AND HOW IT CHANGED THE WORLD
NEW YORK, NY (July 2003) ─ In this issue, American Heritage examines the history and traditions of the authentic American tavern.  “The American tavern was primarily a place where people sought companionship, cemented friendships, made business contacts, and found respite from a harsh environment.” The same holds true in 2003. The owners of every surviving hundred-year-old bar have been through Prohibition and survived, transforming their establishments into everything from grocery stores to bordellos. These historic survivors have played a vital role in the development of our nation. Through their many years of traveling America seeking interesting food, drink and lodging, authors Stephen Beaumont and Janet Forman came across some of the country’s most distinctive taverns (page 28). Also included is a conversation with famed caricaturist Al Hirschfield just before his death last winter. The 99-year old artist talked about what made these not-quite-vanished institutions so special. 
Some establishments featured in the article:

· McSorley’s Old Ale House, New York, NY

· Norwich Inn, Norwich, VT

· Southport Lanes and Billiards, Chicago, IL

· Baumgartner’s Cheese Shop, Monroe, WI

More than just a way of cooking, barbecue is the all-American food. In her article (page 37), author Sylvia Lovegreen addresses the questions “What is barbecue?” and the hotly debated “Where does barbecue come from?”  Ask folks in different parts of the country and you get a wide variety of answers. One thing they can all agree upon, it’s old-fashioned big business. 

Where to get the best barbecue – Sylvia Lovegreen lists her favorite places (page 40).
30 years after he left Vietnam, wounded in battle, author Paul Critchlow returned to the country and to the hill where he almost lost his life (page 55).
The Model T Ford made the world we live in. On the 100th anniversary of the company Henry Ford founded, his biographer Douglas Brinkley tells us how (page 45). 
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