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NEW YORK, NY (September 2004)—When the Republican National Convention convenes in New York in August, it will be a historically significant move for the Republicans for more than one reason.  In A HELLUVA TOWN (page 19), author Kevin Baker explores the history behind holding conventions in New York.  Foremost, of course, is that New York City is famously democratic ─ it is, after all, the place where Stevenson beat Ike, Mondale beat Reagan, and Dukakis annihilated Bush. But for years even the Democrats were shy of coming here, because the rule of Tammany Hall made New York synonymous throughout the country not only with the Democratic Party, but with machine politics at their most corrupt.  
· Until 1976, there were only two Democratic conventions held in New York, and the most recent in 1924. That one was probably the most swollen and infuriating ever. It ran for sixteen days and 103 ballots. Delegates ran out of money and had to move to cheaper hotels. At the end, it came up with a compromise ticket so feeble that even New York went Republican for the last time ─ and backed Calvin Coolidge.

· Coupled with New York's staunch reputation as a Democratic town is also its reputation as a hellhole of vice and disorder and general disregard for the stable, God-fearing kind of society that Republicans like to stand for.

· Ironically, though, no other city has done more to push the nation toward the modern Republican party. Its spiritual father, Alexander Hamilton, did his work in New York. Lincoln gave the speech that brought him to national prominence at Cooper Union. And Teddy Roosevelt was born there and served as police commissioner. And of course, there’s Wall Street.

OTHER ARTICLES:

THERE WE GO AGAIN (p. 29) — In the coming months, George W. Bush, John Kerry and their running mates will submit themselves to a relatively new ritual in American presidential politics: a series of face-to-face debates. Young American voters might be surprised to learn that once upon a time presidential candidates campaigned quite deliberately on parallel tracks. It was not until President Ford shook hands with Jimmy Carter in 1976 that the institution we now take for granted, the quadrennial presidential debate, became a regular feature in the election cycle.  
BRIAN WILSON’S WAVE (p. 40) — For the brilliant songwriter behind the Beach Boys, the endless summer gave way to a very hard winter. Now he is back, with a work that wants to be no less than a musical history of the American dream.
For more information, contact Laurie Baker at (212) 367-4874 or lbaker@forbes.com
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