News From American Legacy

—Celebrating Our 10th Year—

TOP TEN INFLUENTIAL BOOKS AND FILMS IN BLACK HISTORY PROFILED IN THE 10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF AMERICAN LEGACY

New York, NY (August 4, 2005)—American Legacy lists its top ten choices for classic or essential African-American historical works in books and film (p. 71) in its Fall 2005 10th Anniversary issue.  W.E.B. Du Bois’ The Souls of Black Folk (1903) heads historian Gerald Early’s book list as one of the most influential and most discussed works published in the twentieth century. Other entries include: Melville Herskovits’ The Myth of the Negro Past (1941), Lerone Bennett’s Before the Mayflower (1962), Amiri Baraka’s Blues People (1963) and Nathan Huggins’ Harlem Renaissance (1971). 

In movie-making in the past few decades, African-Americans, “have become more conspicuous behind the camera as writers, directors, and producers—they are only now getting started,” notes critic Gene Seymour in American Legacy. The first selection is D.W. Griffith’s epic, “The Birth of a Nation,” which galvanized African-Americans to challenge the film’s savage depiction of blacks. Other choices in an extended list of thirteen include: “Hallelujah,” “Gone with the Wind,” “In the Heat of the Night” and “Boyz N the Hood.”

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

DANCE THEATER OF HARLEM REBORN (p. 62)—Arthur Mitchell broke through classical ballet’s barriers and then founded his own black dance company. Thirty-six years later it is emerging from troubled times.

NORTHERN EXPOSURE (p. 50)—During World War II, the Army sent black engineers to Alaska and Canada to help build a crucial highway and doubters insisted they didn’t have the skills and wouldn’t be able to stand the subarctic cold. Three regiments of more than 3,000 African-Americans proved them dead wrong. 

NATIONAL TREASURES (p. 39)—In 2000, National Park Service Director Robert Stanton and Entrepreneur Barry Lawson Williams founded the African American Experience Fund (AAEF) to create awareness of African-Americans’ contributions to the history and growth of the nation.
_______________________________________
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