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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AMERICAN LEGACY SPOTLIGHTS SCHOOL PHILANTHROPIST JULIUS ROSENWALD

Chicago millionaire helped build thousands of schools for blacks in the South

New York, New York (February 1, 2003) —A testament to the power of interfaith, interracial cooperation, the “Rosenwald Schools” that dot the south reflect the resilience of the black community under Jim Crow.  Financed by a cooperative endeavor that brought together rural blacks and Chicago department store magnate Julius Rosenwald, the schools helped cement an important alliance between Northern white liberals and black communities throughout the South.

The son of Jewish immigrants, Rosenwald helped to bankroll the construction of approximately 5,300 rural schools in 14 Southern states between 1912 and 1932.  “For a time, these humble but highly effective institutions educated more than 25 percent of all African-American schoolchildren in the South,” American Legacy reports.  Rosenwald never constructed an entire school with his own funds, but instead provided matching grants to communities and local governments after they had collected the necessary money to begin construction.  Ultimately, Rosenwald spent $4.2 million building new black primary and secondary schools.  

OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:

TO LEAVE OR NOT TO LEAVE (p. 30)—In the decades immediately following the Revolution, slaves in the North were gradually emancipated, and few issues preoccupied the evolving national consciousness more than the growing presence of free blacks.  Both black and white Americans were debating whether free men and women of color would be better off setting sail for Africa.  

WITNESS TO A WORLD (p. 38)—Newly revealed paintings by unknown folk artist Johnnie Lee Gray brilliantly express the resilience of a people.

LEAD BELLY (p. 67)—America’s greatest folk musician came from a background of unusual privilege—and prison time for murder.  
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