News From American Legacy

TRIBUTE TO CABARET GREAT MABEL MERCER IN AMERICAN LEGACY
New York, NY (May 5, 2006)—The summer issue of American Legacy highlights the life and career of cabaret singer Mabel Mercer in “A Champagne World” (p. 48). The half African-American performer started her profession as part of an English vaudeville act but soon struck out on her own as a singer and dancer. Mercer eventually landed on the nightclub scene, and in the early 1940s, she began her run in various clubs in New York, which left her a local legend. Mercer’s audiences included both musical monarchs and real-life sovereigns, from Duke Ellington, Frank Sinatra and Nat “King” Cole to the Dukes of Windsor and York. 

During a remarkably long career that spanned seven decades, Mercer clung to her unique style of singing and she persisted in championing previously unknown songs, often by obscure composers. She was not widely known outside of New York, and she never made much money, but she ultimately won honors beyond the reach of most show business personalities.
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

THE FOUR (p 61)—In the 1950s President Eisenhower appointed four white justices to a federal circuit court in the deep south. With their rulings from the bench, Justices Richard Rives, John R. Brown, John Wisdom and Elbert P. Tuttle vastly broadened the freedoms enjoyed by blacks and white Americans alike.

HORSEMEN OF THE BLUEGRASS (p. 72)—For more than a century, generations of the Harbut family have excelled as groomsman for Thoroughbreds in Kentucky’s famed Bluegrass country. A long line of African-Americans who have been expert horsemen dates back to colonial Virginia. 

DEATH OF A SLAVE CAPTAIN (p. 40)—In 1862, Nathaniel Gordon became the first and only person to be executed by the Unites States for engaging in the slave trade. By the time of his death, approximately 10 million people had been carried from Africa into slavery.

A GIFT OF ART WITH STRINGS ATTACHED (p. 25)—Art collector Paul Jones donated his vast collection of African-American artwork to the University of Delaware, but not without stipulating some conditions. The terms: the collection must have its own full-time curator and must occupy a permanent museum-quality exhibition space on campus.
_______________________________________
For more information, contact Meghan Womack at 212-367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com

