News from American Legacy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
AMERICAN LEGACY WOMAN CELEBRATES PIONEERING AFRICAN-AMERICAN FEMALE DANCERS OF THE PAST AND PRESENT
New York, New York (April 28, 2003) — Famous modern dancer Judith Jameson is celebrated on the cover of American Legacy Woman for her contribution to the revolution in black dance.  By breaking all the rules, Jameson became a star.  Modern dance breaks down everything from spiritual conventions to racial barriers, and in that process, African-American women have created strong roles.  
As American Legacy Woman states, “Modern dance has a kind of power that comes from experimentation.  Many of those in the forefront were trailblazers unwilling to settle for stereotypes in choreography or lifestyle.  It is not a coincidence that the pioneers Katherine Dunham and Pearl Primus earned post-graduate degrees in anthropology, and incorporated their knowledge of world cultures into their dance styles.”

OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:
· BRIDE RITES (p. 5)—In Africa, pre-wedding rituals—from spiritual cleansing to body painting, to special “woman only” feasts—are age-old traditions.  Today, African-American brides-to-be are adopting some of these customs to bring a sacred ingredient to their own nuptials.

· WHO AM I? (p. 21)—Skin and eye color, facial features and multi-racial bloodlines have long sparked debate about identity among blacks, and in society at large.  So how do mixed-race people of African descent define themselves today while still acknowledging their ancestry?

· WRAPPED IN RAINBOWS (p. 26)—The first biography in 25 years of the groundbreaking writer and anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston illuminates the complexities of an extraordinary life.  In this excerpt Hurston leaves Harlem and returns to the South to study the folklore of her people.
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