News From American Legacy

AMERICAN LEGACY PROFILES THE BRILLIANT LIFE OF 

PHOTOGRAPHER GORDON PARKS 
New York, NY (January 16, 2006)—American Legacy chronicles the remarkable accomplishments of one of America’s greatest photographers—Gordon Parks—and features excerpts from his new autobiography, A Hungry Heart: A Memoir, in “A Life Extraordinary” (p. 26). For nearly seven decades, Parks has photographed everyone from celebrities, presidents and princes to his fellow blacks going about their ordinary and not-so-ordinary lives. Parks’ talents are not limited to photography: he is also an accomplished poet, composer, artist, filmmaker and musician. American Legacy reports, “perhaps no one has done more to frame the true landscape of black America than Gordon Parks.”

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

THE BRANSFORDS OF MAMMOTH CAVE (p. 17)—In 1838, Stephen Bishop and Mat and Nick Bransford began offering tours of Kentucky’s Mammoth Cave—the largest cave system in the world. They became more than just guides; they were part of the cave’s mystique. Today, one of the Brandsford’s great-great-grandsons carries on the tradition.

THE PLUMED SOUL OF NEW ORLEANS (p. 48)—With roots in the crescent city for decades, the Mardi Gras Indians—small groups of African-American men who “mask” as Indians—have long been the backbone of the black community there. Now, they are fighting to retain their unique role in black culture as they remain displaced in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
DRAWING LESSONS (p. 69)—Among the ranks of black cartoonists, Henry Jackson Lewis and Oliver Wendell Harrington are recognized as the first and the foremost. Both cartoonists were gifted illustrators who made powerful statements about American society through their art.
THE CIVIL WAR CORRESPONDENT (p. 13)—Thomas Morris Chester was a reporter, lawyer and lecturer who battled bigotry with eloquence during the Civil War.

ANOTHER LOOK AT BOOKER T. (p. 89)—A new book by Rebecca Carroll examines Booker T. Washington’s Up From Slavery  by asking black writers, scholars, activists and politicians to reflect on what meaning his work and ideas hold for African-Americans today.
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