News From American Legacy

American Legacy Honors Pioneers, Recognizes Faces From the Past

New York, NY (Spring 2007)— The latest issue of American Legacy features the extraordinary visual record of African-Americans, as displayed in early daguerreotypes, the first popular form of photography (Secure the Shadow ere the Substance Fades, p. 35).  These images are the first photographs to capture Black America, including portraits that illustrate self-assurance and strong personalities among slaves and free men alike, as well as portrayals that were used to bolster racist scientific and cultural theories.  

Celebrating the spirit of Black History Month, American Heritage honors the legacy of African-American pioneers such as Percy Julian, who did not let limited scientific education offerings available to blacks stop him from becoming one of America’s most noted chemists, (The Stubborn Scientist, p. 11) and the baseball heroes of Florida’s 1940s Minor League camp, including Jackie Robinson and pitcher Johnny Wright (Spring Training, p. 15).

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

IN AND AROUND MY FATHER’S TOWN (p. 62) – This genealogical detective story, authored by American Legacy Editor Audrey Peterson, explores the story of one woman’s passion to explore her cultural and family roots by visiting land in the modern-day Deep South.

OUR ANCESTRY DOT-COM (p. 84) – Beginning this month, Ancestry.com will expand its African-American database, making readily available the records such as the U.S. Colored Troops, and more than 3500 slave narratives.  Making this previously difficult-to-find data available will allow black Americans to more successfully trace their ancestors.

WHEN MISS LEWIS COOKED (p. 43) – Famed chef Edna Lewis passed away last year, but her legacy of Southern cooking lives on today, bringing dishes from her childhood to some of Manhattan’s chicest eateries.  Learn about the influences that contributed to this culinary legend, who inspired generations of chefs and food writers with her inventive cooking.
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