News from American Legacy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
AMERICAN LEGACY HIGHLIGHTS BASKETBALL STAR BILL RUSSELL’S DEDICATION TO CIVIL RIGHTS; UNVEILS STORIES OF BLACK SLAVE OWNERS
New York, New York (April 28, 2003) — Bill Russell was the first African-American star in professional basketball (he played for the Boston Celtics from 1956-69), the first African-American coach in any major sport, and he is perhaps the single greatest winner in the history of sports.  However, his strong stand on civil rights and his unwavering commitment to social justice made the sports hero an unpopular figure in his day.  In his 1966 autobiography Go Up for Glory, Russell made a personal declaration of black pride and a protest against racism.  As American Legacy states, “None of this endeared him to the press, and many white Boston fans again found him too radical.”  
A man ahead of his time, Russell refused to condemn the fledgling black Muslim movement and sportswriters began to call him “Felton X.”  But now this forward-thinking, talented athlete is appreciated for his views and his willingness to go against the tide of public opinion in his day.  American Legacy observes, “Before Cassius Clay became a Muslim in 1964 or Tommie Smith and John Carlos gave the Black Power salute…at the 1968 Summer Olympics, Russell had spoken his mind.  That, even more than his owning more championship rings than fingers, is what he deserves to be remembered for.”
OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:

· FOR GOLD AND GLORY (p. 63)—When the American Automobile Association kept blacks from driving in the Indianapolis 500, African-Americans created their own race and a young mechanic named Charlie Wiggins became their biggest star.

· SELLING POOR STEVEN (p. 44)—The struggles and torments of a forgotten class in antebellum America:  black slave owners.  Those blacks who did own slaves appear to have done so for the benevolent purpose of protecting family members from a society that habitually regarded free black people with deep suspicion.  But a significant minority did so for the same reasons that motivated white slave owners:  commercial profit and prestige.
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