News From American Legacy

—Celebrating Our 10th Year—

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE FORGOTTEN TRIUMPH OF CHRISTIAN FLEETWOOD HIGHLIGHTED IN THE SUMMER AMERICAN LEGACY

New York, NY (May, 2005)—Even though Christian Fleetwood did not look the part of a hero, he quickly distinguished himself as a gallant soldier in the Colored Volunteer Infantry during the U.S. Civil War. Fleetwood served so bravely that his superiors tried to make him the Army’s first black officer—to no avail.  In “The First Soldier” (p. 11), American Legacy pays tribute to this unrecognized hero.

Also in its summer edition, American Legacy honors legendary blues artist Jessie Mae Hemphill in, “Mississippi Blueswoman” (p. 25).  Hemphill is the last remaining member in a long line of musicians tracing back to her great-grandfather, Dock.  American Legacy notes that by managing to synthesize traditional elements and still sound up-to-date, “Hemphill created a stir in the pond where the biggest blues fans swim, and the ripples rolled outward.”

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

A VERY LIVING PAST (p. 34)—Near Lexington, Kentucky, fifth-and sixth-generation descendants of freed slaves live in small villages founded by their ancestors. As urban expansion creeps in, photographer Sarah Hoskins is working to preserve these hamlets on film.

BREAKING THE ICE (p. 51)—In 1958, with little fanfare, black Canadian hockey player Willie O’Ree crossed the NHL's color line—smashing the sport's racial barrier in the U.S.

JUNETEENTH (p. 15)—News of Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation didn't reach slaves in Texas until after Robert E. Lee's 1865 surrender to the Union. When they finally found out, Black Texans started a celebration that has become an annual tradition across the country—and beyond.

FRANCE’S FREEDOM FIGHTERS (p. 60)—In northeastern France there are towns rich with stories about brave citizens who fought to abolish slavery in that country’s colonies nearly 200 years ago. Why did these people, some of whom had never even seen a black man, do it?
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