
OPRAH TALKS HER WAY TO #1 ON FORBES' CELEBRITY 100
Maria Sharapova, The "Desperate Housewives" and 

Dave Chappelle Make Their List Debut

New York, NY (June 16, 2005)—Talk show queen Oprah Winfrey leads the 2005 Forbes Celebrity 100 power ranking list (p. 102) as the magazine reports,  "After 21 years her daytime chatfest still rules the airwaves, minting new celebs—and hundreds of millions of dollars in profits," bumping her up from last year's #3 spot.  Number two is golfer Tiger Woods, whose winning way on the links has kept him there for the second consecutive year.  ABC's "Desperate Housewives" ensemble commands enough attention to earn the cast #25, while the end of "Friends" saw its stars drop down (Jennifer Aniston, #17 to #37) or off completely (Courteney Cox, Lisa Kudrow).  Last year's #1, "Passion" director Mel Gibson, falls to #3, but DVD sales of the blockbuster movie earned him $185 million. "Revenge of the Sith" creator George Lucas returns to the list in a big way at #4 after a one-year absence.  Reappearing after a two-year hiatus are two giant pop stars, Madonna and Elton John, at #8 and #9 respectively.  Completing the top ten are Johnny Depp, who rose from 2004’s #10 spot to #7, and Shaquille O’Neal at #5, up from #29. “War of the Worlds” Director Steven Spielberg moves up to #6, and coming in at #10 is the movie’s crazy-in-love star, Tom Cruise, who fell from last year’s #4 spot.

Drop-offs include: "Today‘s" reigning diva, Katie Couric, along with Actors Jim Carrey and Tom Hanks, as Oscar-winner Denzel Washington, #31, and hot newcomers Will Ferrell, #18, and Dave Chappelle, #78, break into the ranking for the first time. 

For the full list and more, visit:  www.forbes.com/celebs

Forbes’ power ranking gives the most weight to a celebrity's earnings over the past twelve months, also factoring in other popularity metrics, including Internet presence, press clippings, magazine cover stories and mentions on television and radio.  Forbes' Celebrity 100 issue hits newsstands June 17.  

Contact Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
MORE CELEBRITY 100 FACTS—TOP EARNERS BY CATEGORY:


Actor:  Will Ferrell (#18), $40 million		      	Actress:  Drew Barrymore (#58), $22 million


TV/Radio Host: Oprah Winfrey (#1), $225 million 	Speaker:  Jack Welch (#83), $9.2 million


Director/Producer: George Lucas (#4), $290 million     	Model: Gisele Bundchen (#77), $15.2 million


Male Athlete:  Tiger Woods (#2), $87 million	      	Chef: Wolfgang Puck (#86), $12 million


Female Athlete: Maria Sharapova (#57), $18.2 million   Musician: Madonna (#8), $50 million


Author: Dan Brown (#12), $76.5 million		Kid Stars: Olsen Twins (#35), $21 million


Personality:  Kimora Lee Simmons (#91), $17 million    Magician: David Copperfield (#41), $57 million
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