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Forbes Asia’s Fab 50 Companies
Featuring the best of the regions biggest 
· familiar names like Acer, BHP-Billiton, Espirit, Hyundai, Infosys, Toyota and Yahoo
Japan tops the list with 13 companies

followed by Australia with 10 

South Korea and Taiwan has 8 each
China and Hong Kong have 7 

India 3 and Thailand 1

Singapore, September 22, 2005 –   Forbes Asia 














announces its inaugural Asia’s Fab 50 Companies in its October 3 issue which will hit the newsstands today.

Asia’s Fab 50 companies comprise the best of the region’s biggest companies. Some 500 public companies in the Asia-Pacific region meet the definition of “big” (at least US$5 billion in revenue or market value) and therefore could be considered for this first designation of the Fabulous 50. About half survived the additional criteria for sustained and rising profitability.  From the remainder, the editors picked the group of 50 companies with the best aggregate scores for long-term profitability, sales and earnings growth as well as projected earnings and stock-price gains.

Japan turns out 13 companies including Eisai, Fast Retailing, Hoya, KDDI, Keyence, Matsushita Electric, Nidec, Nissan Motor, Nitto Denko, Toyota Motor, Yahoo Japan and Yamada Denki.   Toyota Motor is tops in both measurements of the highest sales (US$173,086 million) and market value (US$146, 174).
Australia comes in 2nd with 10 companies including BHP-Billiton, Brambles Group, Macquarie Bank, Publishing & Broadcasting, Qantas Airways, QBE Insurance Group, TABCorp Holdings, Wesfarmers, Woodside Petroleum and Woolworths.
South Korea and Taiwan is tied at 3rd place with 8 companies each.  Familiar names from South Korea include Hanjin Shipping, Hanwha, Hyundai Motor, LG Electronics, Shinsegae and SK Telecom.  Taiwan’s list comprises Acer, BenQ, Compal Electronics, Formosa Plastics, Hon Hai Precision Industry, Lite-On Technology, MediaTek and Taiwan Semiconductor.

China and Hong Kong have 7 companies combined. They include China Mobile (HK), China Unicom, CNooc, Espirit Holdings, Lenovo Group, Li & Fung and PetroChina.
India has 3 companies including Icici Bank, Infosys Technologies and Wipro.

Thailand features 1 company, Advanced Info Service.

Unlike the Forbes annual Global 2000 companies, this list is not a ranking by size or necessarily a measure of brand wattage. Hence readers will find some familiar names e.g. Sony, Honda, Quanta Computer, Singapore Telecom, missing from the list as they may not have the long term growth metrics which is desired.

Forbes is the publisher of Forbes, the leading U.S. business magazine, and together with Forbes Asia have a worldwide audience of nearly five million readers, topping one million in total circulation. Forbes Asia is edited with the Asian readers in mind and has a circulation of 80,000 copies. It reaches an audience who is influential, affluent and believes in the spirit of free enterprise and entrepreneurship.  It sets the pace for predictive and preemptive business journalism, providing top executives with insights and information critical to their success.  Other company divisions include Forbes China, Forbes Korea and Forbes Nihonban, Forbes.com; Forbes Management Conference Group; and Forbes Custom Media, which also encompasses American Heritage; American Legacy; and American Heritage of Invention & Technology magazines.

For further information, please contact :

Lee Kit Pui
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Note to Editor :
 Please contact us if you require a copy of the article.
290 Orchard Road     #14-11/12     Paragon   Singapore 238859
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