FORBES' INTERNATIONAL EDITION INTRODUCES ITS

"100 MOST POWERFUL WOMEN IN THE WORLD"

Also:  Southeast Asia's 40 Richest Businesspeople

New York, NY (August 27, 2004)—In its inaugural list of the "100 Most Powerful Women in the World" (p. 25), Forbes' international edition reveals its choice of ladies who are changing the role of women in power, as well as the societies in which they operate.   Featured in "Rise of the Tigresses"      (p. 24), are 12 members from the Asia-Pacific region, including, "eight politicians, three businesswomen and one activist, all of whom have braved either the harsh competition of capitalism or the brutal repression of authoritarianism to get ahead," Forbes states.  In the global top ten are:  U.S. National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice (#1); China Vice Premier Wu Yi (#2); India Congress Party President Sonia Gandhi (#3); U.S. First Lady Laura Bush  (#4); U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton (#5); U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor (#6); U. S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg (#7); Indonesia President Megawati Sukarnoputri (#8); Philippines President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo (#9); and Hewlett-Packard Chairwoman/CEO Carly Fiorina (#10).  

Also premiering in this issue is Forbes' accounting of "Southeast Asia's 40 Richest" (p. 39), covering the area's wealthiest businesspeople, including 18 billionaires.  The first in a series of Asia-Pacific rich lists that will appear in Forbes' international edition in the coming months, the report spotlights people from the region's major economies—Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand—with a minimum net worth of $210 million as a prerequisite.

OTHER ARTICLES:

SENSEI'S WORLD (p. 74)—The mysterious empire of Soka Gakkai, a wealthy Japanese sect whose Soka University of America is a questionable beneficiary of lax treatment in the non-profit world.

MY INTERNET.COM (p. 45)—A look at this year's "E-gang" of digital innovators and the way their ideas and advancements could influence the costs and methods of living and doing business.

THE LAST MILE (p. 34)—Bringing vaccines to the poor of Mozambique, "a country where 70% of the 19 million citizens live below the poverty line, and one in four children die before the age of 5."

THE SONG REMAINS THE SAME (p. 28)—Is the iPod good for Apple?  Steve Jobs' core problem.
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