FORBES’ INTERNATIONAL EDITION PUBLISHES 6 TH ANNUAL

 "A-LIST" OF WORLD'S 400 BEST BIG COMPANIES

New York, NY (September 10, 2004)—In its 2004 A-list ranking (p. 90) of the world’s 400 best big public companies for investors, Forbes' international edition, "boldly suggests that these listees are prime candidates for a growth-oriented equities portfolio."  In "World Class" (p. 75), Forbes reveals its methodology, "rating in five categories, each having equal weight—three are five-year measures, and the other two are predictive." With performance based on a simple, unweighted 400-stock portfolio, the A-list is, "up 45% vs. 38% for the benchmark MSCI World Index (in dollars)," since its last version in April 2003, Forbes reports.  (The list index appears on p. 101.)
RELATED ARTICLES:

WARE PROTECTION (p. 84)—An estimated 70,000 known network viruses have caused approximately  $20 billion in damages.   While this is bad news for the Internet, it's great news for 

A-list newcomer Trend Micro, a computer security company headquartered in Tokyo.
DELIVERING AMERICA (p. 78)—Appearing on Forbes’ A-List for the second straight year, Germany's Deutsche Post World Net is stealing business from British and American post offices and turning in profits of $1.7 billion a year.

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

SUPER PHONE (p. 132)—Docomo's Kei-Ichi Enoki—a founding father of the mobile Web—is moving beyond e-mail and games to make the mobile phone a remote control for living in Japan.

THE NEXT THREAT (p. 144)—Four years ago al Qaeda operatives were taking flying lessons. Today they're honing a new skill: hacking into computers to wreak havoc. How much damage could a cyber-terrorist do? No one knows, yet.
WHEN THE SILK ROAD GETS PAVED (p. 24)—China is building its version of America’s Interstate Highway System, opening many new areas of the country to trade. The increase of U.S. interstates transformed America—highway building will do no less in China.

UN-BUILDING MASCO (p. 34)—After decades of buying everything in sight, Masco is paring down. But will entrepreneurs sell to Richard Manoogian again?

TEFLON BANK (p. 30)—Although one embarrassing disclosure after another hits Bank of America, none of the dirt sticks.  If earnings are good, shareholders appear to be very forgiving.
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