FORBES' INTERNATIONAL RATES 200 "BEST UNDER A BILLION" COMPANIES IN ASIA AND EUROPE

NEW YORK, NY (October 22, 2004)—In its current issue, Forbes' international edition evaluates 200 of the Best Smaller-Size Enterprises in the Asia/Pacific region and Europe in, “Best Under a Billion” (p. 30).  Leading the list in Asia is India, with 24 entries.  Criteria for making the list includes revenue under $1 billion a year and five-year returns on capital of at least 5%; these companies are then judged by sustained gains in sales and returns as well as latest-year market momentum.  

Also included in the issue are the Top 10 Small Companies in the U.S. (p. 38), taken from a recent Forbes list ranking the 200 Best Small Companies in America (under $750 million in revenue).  For more on this, visit:  www.forbes.com/bestsmall.
OTHER ARTICLES:

IS MERCK A GONER? (p. 18)—Arthritis drug Vioxx raised safety alarms three years before its manufacturer finally pulled it off the market. Now, its patients—and Merck’s shareholders—must wait to see the ultimate damage of this delay.

(NOT SO) SIMPLE SIMON (p. 24)—Simon Lok despises big guys like Cisco and Lucent.  That’s why he founded Lok Technology, which targets the next big wireless market, and developed a cheaper networking box he says will crush them.

FUEL FOR CONSUMPTION (p. 28)—India is opening gasoline retailing to multinationals—the next step is the hypermarket.

MEN, CANCER & HOPE (p. 52)—A research revolution is yielding a potent new arsenal of weapons to quell prostate cancer, which has been the silent scourge of men for decades.

EASY DESIGNER (p. 48)—Computer-aided-design (CAD) tools are getting so cheap and powerful, any metal-bending firm can find its inner Frank Gehry. 
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