FORBES CHARTS WORLD’S 100 LARGEST PRIVATE COMPANIES FOR 2004

Switzerland’s Glencore International Tops List with $54.7 Billion in Sales

New York, NY (November 19, 2004)—Forbes’ international edition tabulates the world’s 100 largest privately held companies in 2004 in “100 Giants.” (p. 78) Some of these private companies have been in family hands for a long time—just shy of 400 years in the case of Takenaka, the Japanese construction outfit—while a handful rose to the top in mere decades. 

For the full list and more, visit www.forbes.com/globalprivate 

Also included are the top ten largest U.S. privately held companies excluding those with fewer than 100 employees, nonprofits that do not pay taxes, mutuals, cooperatives, auto dealers and companies that derive more than half of their sales from real estate. For the full U.S. list, visit www.forbes.com/private 
RELATED ARTICLES:

MARATHON MODERNIZER (p. 70)—Germany’s B. Braun Melsungen AG is a mainstay on Forbes’ annual list of giant privately held companies. By employing a long-term approach to rapid medical innovation, the company has become a medical technology pioneer. 

AN AIR OF MYSTERY (p. 76)—Huawei’s successful CEO, Ren Zhengfei, needs p.r. help as the company’s overseas push accelerates.

IRV THE OPERATOR (p. 84)—Former corporate raider Irwin Jacobs now runs privately held Genmar Holdings, the U.S.’ second-largest pleasure boat company, with expected revenue this year of $1.1.billion.

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

THE GLOBAL STARTUP (p. 22)—Tech entrepreneurs and venture capitalists are going where the growth is with fledglings going global before they’ve even made their first sale.

MIDDLE KINGDOM, MIDDLE CLASS (p. 28)—For years, foreign companies have dreamed of selling to China’s 1.3 billion people. Now China’s middle class has reached a critical mass and millions are finally making enough to buy the consumer goods they produce for these companies.

CONTACT: Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com

