CHINESE ARTIFACTS ARE HOT SAYS FORBES GLOBAL’S COLLECTORS GUIDE
Wealthy Chinese Collectors Are Buying Up Cultural Artifacts Abroad and Bringing 
Them Back Home

New York, New York (December 12, 2003)—Chinese artifacts are selling fast and commanding higher prices than ever before, according to Forbes Global magazine.  In September, a porcelain flask from the Yuan dynasty fetched a record price of $5.8 million.  What’s feeding the frenzy?  In REVERSE MIGRATION (p. 32) Forbes Global states that, “A lot of it is the nouveaux riches of China who are repatriating artifacts for the investment potential as well as for their historic, cultural and nationalistic importance.”  This new trend reverses 150 years of the outward flow of Chinese artifacts.  “Since the West forced itself on the Middle Kingdom, an incalculable amount of China’s artistic and religious heritage has left the country,” according to Forbes Global.

Also in the Collector’s Guide—a warning to Jade collectors:  Forgery is getting easier.  According to Forbes Global, “The jade market is fraught with fakes, to the point where a number of prominent dealers have begun quietly exiting the business.”  Reproductions carved from real jade can be particularly insidious.  If someone shows you a copy of a Ming dynasty dragon carving, there is no way for you to figure out that it’s a copy.
OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:  

GRAZIE, BENETTON (p. 20)—Italy’s ski boot maker Tecnica picks up Benetton’s pieces.  What Benetton didn’t know about performance boots and skates, Tecnica does.

CHINA’S SAM WALTON (p. 30)—Taking a page from the retail legend’s book, Du Sha has opened his early hypermarkets out of harm’s way.  Du’s stores are smack in the middle of cities of a million or more, not scattered in rural areas, as Walton’s earliest were.

RAISING THE CURTAIN (p. 59)—A cable executive bets the long-suffering Hungarian wine industry can break through in the U.S. 
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