OPRAH TOPS FORBES’ CELEBRITY 100 AS MARIA SHARAPOVA, ADRIANA LIMA AND RONALDO MAKE THEIR LIST DEBUT

New York, NY (June 24, 2005)—Talk show queen Oprah Winfrey leads the 2005 Celebrity 100 power ranking (p. 26) in Forbes’ international edition as the magazine reports: “After 21 years her daytime chatfest still rules the airwaves,” bumping her up from last year’s #3 spot. Number two is golfer Tiger Woods, whose winning way on the links has kept him there for the second consecutive year. Last year's #1, "Passion" director Mel Gibson, falls to #3, but DVD sales of the blockbuster movie earned him $185 million. "Revenge of the Sith" creator George Lucas returns to the list in a big way at #4 after a one-year absence.  Reappearing after a two-year hiatus are two giant pop stars, Madonna and Elton John, at #8 and #9 respectively.  

Completing the top ten: Johnny Depp, who rose from 2004’s #10 spot to #7; Shaquille O’Neal at #5, up from #29; “War of the Worlds” Director Steven Spielberg, moving up to #6; and coming in at #10, the movie’s crazy-in-love star, Tom Cruise, who fell from last year’s #4 spot.

Drop-offs include: Russian tennis beauty Anna Kournikova; musical acts U2 and the Rolling Stones; basketball star Yao Ming; and “Lord of the Dance” star Michael Flatley.

For the full list and more, visit: www.forbes.com/celebs

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

TECHNICOLOR DREAMS (p. 96)—Xerox CEO Anne Mulcahy restored Xerox’s respect and profits in black and white printing. Now she’s trying to move into reds, yellows and blues.

EUROFUNK (p. 16)—Growth in Europe has been stymied by years of rigid labor laws, high taxes and welfare statism, so companies and investors are seeking their fortunes elsewhere. 

BUNGE’S BOUNCE (p. 20)—The Brazilian operations of NYSE-traded agri-giant Bunge are putting the palpitating heart back into staid agri-investing. Next stop: eastern Europe and Asia.

CHINA FEVER (p. 91)—Mainland stocks are hot with offerings on Hong Kong, Singapore and U.S. exchanges, but the sobering truth is that most mainland Chinese companies are no good. Too many of these outfits are the stuff of scandal.
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