MEL GIBSON AND HIS "PASSION" TOP THE CELEBRITY 100 

IN FORBES' INTERNATIONAL EDITION

"Harry Potter" Author J.K. Rowling Materializes At #6 As Actor Johnny Depp Debuts At #10
New York, NY (June 25, 2004)—The 2004 Celebrity 100 power ranking in Forbes' international edition is headed by Actor/Director Mel Gibson, whose controversial film, "The Passion of the Christ," helped him earn both tremendous buzz and a whopping $210 million.  Prolific "Harry Potter" author J.K. Rowling appears on this year's list at #6—up from #15 in 2003—as popular "Pirates of the Caribbean" star Johnny Depp makes his debut at #10.  Last year's  #1, "Friends" alum Jennifer Aniston, falls to #17, while her actor husband, Brad Pitt, turns up at #36.  Disappearing altogether is Sir Paul McCartney, ranked a year ago at #6, while Germany's Formula One ace Michael Schumacher speeds into the #16 spot, and hot soccer sensation David Beckham scores at #22, up from #56 a year ago. Some female athletes who made the "Celebrity" cut are:  Serena Williams, #63;  Venus Williams, #77; Justine Henin-Hardenne, #81; and Kim Clijsters, #84, all players in this year's Wimbledon tennis tournament.

Other notable drop-offs from 2003 include:  British pop star Robbie Williams (#37, 2003); former reality show darlings The Osbournes (#12, 2003); and recent Oscar-winner Nicole Kidman, a no-show this time after hitting #16 in 2003, while her ex-husband, Tom, cruises back onto this year's list at #4 after a two-year absence.  Forbes’ power ranking gives the most weight to a celebrity's earnings over the past twelve months, also factoring in other popularity metrics, including Internet presence, press clippings, magazine cover stories and mentions on television and radio.  For the full list and more, visit:  www.forbes.com/celebs
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

THE WORLD'S 50 HIGHEST-PAID ATHLETES (p. 52)—Including another racing Schumacher, Michael's younger brother Ralf, #40, and Chinese basketball phenomenon Yao Ming, #43, Forbes' global ranking reports on the earnings of today's top-paid athletes, led by Golfer Tiger Woods at #1.
HOLLYWOOD'S NEW KING KONG (p. 45)—Far from Tinseltown, "Lord of the Rings" Director Peter Jackson is building a film industry beast in his native New Zealand.

POOR LITTLE RICH GIRL (p. 26)—Israel's richest resident, billionaire heiress Shari Arison, really just wants some respect.

KING OF THE COURT (p. 51)—Although Andre Agassi may be nearing the end of his pro tennis career, marketers still pay him top dollar—an estimated $28 million this year alone.
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