
FORBES' ANNUAL MUTUAL FUND GUIDE—

BEST BUYS FOR 2005

NEW YORK, NY (January 12, 2005)—Forbes’ 2005 mutual fund survey is out (p. 114), unveiling the magazine's annual guide to 1,000 stock and bond funds and its picks for "best buys."  Also included is a report on extreme funds (p. 112), reviewing the best and worst of these. Rated in Forbes' comprehensive tables are the following fund types: stock; global stock; foreign stock; balanced/junk bond; taxable/municipal bonds; and global bonds, with data showing the effect of trading costs and other overhead on a fund's performance.  For more information, visit www.forbes.com/funds.
RELATED ARTICLES: 

PRICE IS RIGHT (p. 102)—Baltimore-based T. Rowe Price gets little attention, but with its low risk and low expenses, the firm has become the country's third-largest direct marketer of funds—with $212 billion currently under its management.

HIDDEN EXPENSES (p. 108)—By not including stock trading costs, many mutual fund expenses are understated.   Forbes reveals the worst offenders of socking investors with brokerage expenditures.
OTHER STORIES:

THE NEXT BIG KILLER (p. 48)—The December tsunami that killed 140,000 people across southern Asia is one of the most devastating disasters in recent decades.   A possible global influenza pandemic could be much worse.

THE SILENCE OF THE NUKE PROTESTERS (p. 84)—Nuclear power is coming back, and only muffled squawks are being heard from its usual opponents.   If oil prices stay high, if people continue to worry about global warming, if the Middle East stays violent, the atomic power industry is poised for a huge revival in the U.S.

A FUNNY THING (p. 71)—The offbeat, satirical weekly paper, the Onion, thrives on spoofing everyone from the Catholic Church to Oprah Winfrey.  Now, with new management in place, its bottom line is becoming less laughable.

DOGHOUSE ON WHEELS (p. 94)—Greyhound Lines, once the backbone of rural transportation in America, is now deeply troubled by customer service complaints and onerous financial debt.

Contact:  Meghan Womack at 212-367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
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