
LAKERS AGAIN TOP KNICKS AS NBA’s MOST VALUABLE 
FRANCHISE, ACCORDING TO FORBES

New York, New York (January 29, 2004)—Valued at $447 million, the Los Angeles Lakers once again top the New York Knicks as the NBA’s most valuable team, reports Forbes magazine in its February 16 issue.  Rounding out the top five are:  the New York Knicks ($401 million); the Chicago Bulls ($356 million); the Dallas Mavericks ($338 million); and the Philadelphia 76ers ($328 million).  In SLAM DUNK (p. 65), Forbes examines the NBA’s latest well-paid phenomenon, Lebron James.  Forbes estimates that the 19-year-old player will earn upwards of $200 million in salary and endorsements by the time he turns 25.  “Could one player be worth so much?  Actually, he’s a bargain.  By James’ seventh season, Forbes calculates, he’ll have generated $2 billion in revenues for his team and all his sponsors.”  For the full story visit:  www.forbes.com
FORBES 2004 NBA TEAM VALUATIONS
	Rank
	        Team
	Current value ($mil)
	One year change in value %

	1
	Los Angeles Lakers
	447
	5

	2
	New York Knicks
	401
	1

	3
	Chicago Bulls
	356
	10

	4
	Dallas Mavericks
	338
	11

	5
	Philadelphia 76ers
	328
	10

	6
	Boston Celtics
	290
	6

	7
	Detroit Pistons
	284
	10

	8
	San Antonio Spurs
	283
	24

	9
	Phoenix Suns
	282
	4

	10
	Indiana Pacers
	280
	14

	11
	Houston Rockets
	278
	9

	12
	Sacramento Kings
	275
	6

	13
	Washington Wizards
	274
	-2

	14
	Portland Trail Blazers
	272
	1

	15
	Cleveland Cavaliers
	258
	16

	16
	Toronto Raptors
	249
	15

	17
	New Jersey Nets
	244
	12

	18
	Utah Jazz
	239
	6

	19
	Miami Heat
	236
	-6

	20
	Minnesota Timberwolves
	230
	8

	21
	Memphis Grizzlies
	227
	14

	22
	Denver Nuggets
	218
	4

	23
	New Orleans Hornets
	216
	25

	24
	Los Angeles Clippers
	208
	1

	25
	Atlanta Hawks
	202
	-2

	26
	Orlando Magic
	199
	1

	27
	Seattle SuperSonics
	196
	-6

	28
	Golden State Warriors
	188
	6

	29
	Milwaukee Bucks
	174
	4


Contact Kimberley Kraeuter at (212) 367-2620 or e-mail kkraeuter@forbes.com

EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:30 P.M., ET, THURSDAY, JANUARY 29








