
LAKERS AGAIN SURPASS KNICKS AS MOST VALUABLE NBA TEAM, ACCORDING TO FORBES;  NEW ARENA CATAPULTS DALLAS MAVERICKS INTO 4TH PLACE
New York, New York (January 30, 2003)—For the second year, the Los Angeles Lakers have surpassed the New York Knicks as the NBA’s most valuable team, reports Forbes magazine in its February 17 issue.  Rounding out the top five are:  the New York Knicks ($398 million), the Chicago Bulls ($323 million), the Dallas Mavericks ($304 million) and the Philadelphia 76ers ($298 million).  The Mavericks, who moved into a new arena last year, realized the highest one-year increase in franchise value at 44%.  The team went from a value of $211 million in 2002 to a value of $304 million in 2003, according to Forbes.  For more visit www.forbes.com
FORBES 2003 NBA TEAM VALUATIONS

	Rank
	Team
	Current Value ($mil)
	One year change in value (%)

	1
	Los Angeles Lakers                           
	426
	6

	2
	New York Knicks                              
	398
	2

	3
	Chicago Bulls                                
	323
	-2

	4
	Dallas Mavericks                             
	304
	44

	5
	Philadelphia 76ers                           
	298
	7

	6
	Washington Wizards                           
	278
	30

	7
	Boston Celtics                               
	274
	25

	8
	Phoenix Suns                                 
	272
	2

	9
	Portland Trail Blazers                       
	270
	-5

	10
	Sacramento Kings                             
	259
	24

	11
	Detroit Pistons                              
	258
	12

	12
	Houston Rockets                              
	255
	9

	13
	Miami Heat                                   
	250
	1

	14
	Indiana Pacers                               
	246
	6

	15
	San Antonio Spurs                            
	242
	9

	16
	Utah Jazz                                    
	226
	0

	17
	Cleveland Cavaliers                          
	222
	10

	18
	New Jersey Nets                              
	218
	29

	19
	Toronto Raptors                              
	217
	26

	20
	Minnesota Timberwolves                       
	213
	15

	21
	Denver Nuggets                               
	209
	11

	22
	Seattle SuperSonics                          
	207
	4

	23
	Atlanta Hawks                                
	206
	4

	24
	Los Angeles Clippers                         
	205
	21

	25
	Memphis Grizzlies                            
	198
	24

	26
	Orlando Magic                                
	197
	12

	27
	Golden State Warriors                        
	176
	6

	28
	New Orleans Hornets                          
	172
	27

	29
	Milwaukee Bucks                              
	168
	12
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