
ARE DEMOCRATS BETTER FOR STOCKS?

FORBES EXAMINES PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS AND THE ECONOMY

Should You Buy Stocks or Bonds?  It Depends on Who Wins in November

New York, New York (February 12, 2004) —Here’s a surprise:  While most investors  think that a reelected President Bush would be better for stocks, in recent decades stock market investors have done much better when Democrats occupy the White House.  According to Forbes, “Since 1927, stock returns adjusted for inflation have averaged five percentage points a year higher under Democratic presidents than under Republicans, according to a new study by UCLA finance professors Pedro Santa-Clara and Rossen Valkanov.”  Bonds, by contrast, do better under Republicans.  Here are some political investing pointers from Forbes:

1) Republican wins give the stock market a short-term boost

2) Longer term, stocks do better under Democrats

3) Stocks do best later in a President’s term

4) Bonds, unlike stocks, do better under Republicans

For the full story visit                        www.forbes.com
OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:

DID YOU HUG A BILLBOARD TODAY? (p. 50)—Advertising on billboards has always been an article of faith:  Marketers never know who actually sees the advertisement.  Now, ratings agency Nielsen thinks it has a solution.  It is giving 700 survey participants global positioning devices to track their movements to determine how many times they pass by GPS-coded billboards.

THE BIG PICTURE (p. 78)—The boob tube is hot again, thanks to crisp, high-definition sets and broadcasts.  But is it all just high-priced hype?  Billionaire Mark Cuban isn’t waiting to find out.  He’s betting a chunk of his fortune that TV’s future will arrive sooner than you think.

FROM THE BRINK OF DEATH (p. 111)—Do you have an undetected fault in your abdominal aorta?  It could kill you in a minute.  An aneurysm is a bulge in an artery wall that, if left untreated, can rupture, resulting in death eight out of ten times.  An estimated 2 million Americans have abdominal aortic aneurysms, mostly men who smoke and/or have a family history of the condition.  Since screening isn’t part of a routine checkup, doctors believe that many patients may go undiagnosed each year.
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