
 FORBES EXPLORES THE DARK SIDE OF WHISTLEBLOWING

Big Government Payoffs Draw Would-be Whistleblowers

New York, NY (February 24, 2005)—In "The Dark Side of Whistleblowing" (p. 90) Forbes profiles Douglas Durand, a former Vice President of Sales at TAP Pharamceutical, who helped the government with its case against TAP Pharmaceutical Products, and became a multi-millionaire in the process.  Under the whistleblower law—which lifted informants’ payoff to as much as 30% of the take—making millions is not unreasonable. “In other areas the government caps whistleblowers’ rewards at sane levels—$250,000 in customs cases and $1.6 million in those involving bank fraud.  It’s an odd law that makes whistleblowers centimillionaires for reporting on bad behavior after silently watching it take place under their noses,” says Forbes. 

Also in this issue is Forbes’ Special Technology Report on protecting yourself from PC viruses (p. 60-70).  The key is to solve the problem before the software is written. New companies, such as Fortify Software, Agitar and Coverity, are looking to correct flaws on the assembly line to avoid hostile programs that manipulate computers. Forbes also provides a ten-point plan on how to defend your computer from unwanted viruses and spyware. For more information, visit www.forbes.com. 
OTHER STORIES:

CASH RICH STOCKS (p. 80)—Using free cash flow to find good stocks, John Osterweis has quietly turned in a stellar record for his fund—16.2% average annual return over the last decade. It sure beats net income. 

IBM: A GROWTH ENGINE SPUTTERS (p. 100)—Chief Executive Samuel J. Palmisiano has received a lukewarm reception as IBM successor to one of the most miraculous turn-arounds in corporate history. Some big customers are pulling the plug on their billion-dollar contracts with the company, giving rise to a new buzzword: insourcing. 
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