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A STAR IS REBORN: HOW VIRTUAL ACTORS ARE CHANGING H OLLYWOOD 
 

 
 

New York, NY (February 24, 2010) – The next phase of the digital filmmaking has the 
potential to inflame the age-old battle between Hollywood talent and studios: virtual actors (A 
Star is Reborn, p. 60). In the post-Avatar age, technology has advanced enough to supplant live 
action movies – and to make serious money in the process. At stake in this conflict is everything 
from who owns the rights to a movie star’s image to what it means to be an actor to the future of 
storytelling. Will the technology allow us to rewind the clock on movie stars’ careers and bring 
long-dead actors back from the grave? Can synthetic characters truly connect with audiences? 
Learn more in this latest cover story from Forbes, and at www.forbes.com/virtualactors.  
 
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:  
Your Taxes At Work (p. 26) – To prop up house prices, the government is becoming a lender.  
But the Federal Housing Administration is not putting its own money at risk – it’s endangering 
other people’s. 
 
How to IPO Your House (p. 40) – If your house is worth less than it was when you last 
refinanced, you may be able to reduce your debt by raising equity from an outsider. 
 
Pension Scandal: Partying for Plaintiffs (p. 66) – How do class action lawyers land public 
pension funds including teachers, cops, and firefighters? With Broadway shows, cushy 
conferences and tailgate parties. Forbes investigates law firms that have created a multibillion-
dollar business lining up public funds as plaintiffs to sue publicly traded corporations whose 
stocks don’t do well.  
 
Ideas and Opinions: Terrorist Cells (p. 18) – Larry Norton is deputy physician-in-chief for 
breast cancer at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. Learn how he wants to use math to 
help cure the spread of cancer.  
 
Spy Phone (p. 32) – Reality Mobile introduces nifty software that turns your handset into 
networked scoop gear.  
 

For these stories and more, visit www.forbes.com.  
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