
RECORD 946 BILLIONAIRES ON FORBES’ 2007 ANNUAL LIST

Strong Equity Markets, Real Estate, and Commodity Prices Boost Wealth Worldwide

New York, NY (March 8, 2007) — The members of the 2007 Forbes Billionaires List (p.104) are worth a total of $3.5 trillion, climbing $900 billion from 2006. The number of billionaires increased to a record 946, up 153 from last year, and includes 178 new billionaires.  This year’s ranking has Bill Gates holding strong as the world’s wealthiest person for the 13th straight year, followed by friend and fellow philanthropist Warren Buffett (#2). With the biggest one-year gain over the past decade, Mexican telecom giant Carlos Slim Helu (#3) increased his wealth by $19 billion, now just $3 billion shy of Buffett. There are two newcomers to the Top 10: Spaniard Amancio Ortega, #23 last year, whose fashion franchise Zara and his $24 billion net worth put him at #8; and Canadian David Thomson and family, who replace the late Kenneth Thomson and family (#9 in 2006), at #10. Two-thirds of last year’s billionaires are richer this year, with net worths up for every member of the top 50 with a few exceptions:  Paul Allen (#19) dropped $4 billion to fall out of the top ten, and fellow tech mogul Michael Dell fell from #12 to #30 with a loss of $1.3 billion over the past year.  The Koch brothers remained the same as last year at $12 billion each.

There are 53 nations represented on this year’s list, along with additional entries from Hong Kong and Monaco. There are 415 billionaires from the United States, representing 44% of the entire list. New faces include Starbucks chief Howard Schultz (#840), Michael Eisner (#891), and Canadians Mike Lazaridis (#583) and Jim Balsillie (#618), co-chief executives from Research In Motion (the makers of BlackBerry).  Russia has seen a surge in wealth, adding 19 new billionaires. After two decades, Japan is no longer Asia's top spot for billionaires: India has 36, worth a total of $191 billion, followed by Japan with 24, with a total net worth of $64 billion. Sixty percent of this year’s billionaires are self-made, and of those, 10 are women.  For the full list, interactive map, slide shows and more, visit: www.forbes.com/billionaires. 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
· 55 new American billionaires.  Total net worth of all U.S Billionaires:  $1.36 trillion. 
· Once the world’s richest man, Yoshiaki Tsutsumi dropped off the list, after first grabbing the #1 spot in 1987.  
· Romania and Serbia have their first billionaires this year.
· U.S. billionaires back on the list this year include BET founder Robert Johnson and AOL’s Stephen Case.
· The Walton heirs and Michael Dell slipped out of the top 20.
· Restrictions and crackdowns on online gambling took away billionaire status for Ruth Parasol, Russell DeLeon and last year’s cover subject Calvin Ayre.
· China’s Yan Cheung (#390) makes history as China’s richest person and is one of three self-made women born in China to debut on this year’s list. They join the exclusive ranks of self-made women such as Oprah Winfrey (#664), J.K. Rowling (#891), and Margaret (Meg) Whitman (#754).
· Hind Hariri, the daughter of slain Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and last year’s youngest list member, falls off, making Germany’s Albert von Thurn und Taxis again the youngest on the list at age 23.

The first Forbes’ Billionaires List was published in 1987.
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