
FORBES EXAMINES THE MULTIBILLION-DOLLAR
DIETARY SUPPLEMENT INDUSTRY
Dietary Supplements Are A Profitable Business.  Is Anyone Protecting The Consumer From The Latest Snake-Oil Salesman?

New York, New York (April 1, 2004)—For years, the $18 billion dietary supplement industry was shielded by a law which permits the government to restrict sales of botanical-based supplements only if the government can prove unreasonable public health risks.  However, when the dietary supplement ephedra was blamed in the death of Baltimore Orioles pitcher Steven Belcher in 2003, the FDA acted to ban the substance.  In POISON PILL (p. 84), Forbes explains how Robert Occhifinto, a convicted felon who made millions from ephedra, is suing the federal government to stave off the ban, set to take effect on April 12, 2004. 

While ephedra is under siege, Occhifinto and the dietary supplement industry are here to stay.  As Forbes states, “Others are coming up with new ‘miracle’ (and ephedra free) capsules, whether laced with green-tea extract or a stimulant known as ‘bitter orange.’”  According to Forbes, the bitter orange hype machine is running far ahead of credible research, and consumers remain unaware.  For the full story and more visit:

www.forbes.com
OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:
A BRIBE BY ANY OTHER NAME (p. 54)—Belatedly, regulators are digging for dirt in the pension management business.  According to Forbes, they are going to need a big shovel.  Who is looting your pension fund?

PONYING UP TO CAMELOT (p. 56)—Edward Kennedy, Jr., son of Ted Kennedy, is raising money from unions and public pension funds—and socking investors with princely fees.

RATING THE BIGGEST CORPORATE BRANDS (p. 59)—Not all that glitters in a corporation shows up on its balance sheet.  Beyond the hard assets that can be quantified are intangibles like trademarks, patents and ways of doing business.  In the first of a four-part series looking beyond the balance sheet, Forbes examines brands.
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