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FORBES’ GLOBAL 2000: STRONG OPPORTUNITIES FOR

INVESTMENT DESPITE SLUMPING STOCK MARKETS
Fifth Annual List Ranks World’s Leading Public Companies in 60 Countries

New York, NY (April 2, 2008) — Forbes has announced this year’s Global 2000 (p. 127), the
magazine’s annual guide to the biggest companies in the world. The 2008 rankings demonstrate how
much international business has changed since Forbes launched this list in 2004. The U.S. still
dominates, but with 61 fewer entries than last year, as many U.S. companies failed to keep pace with
global competitors. Royal Dutch Shell saw the biggest increase in absolute profit gain since last year,
while General Motors had the biggest loss, $39 billion in 2007. This year, telecom and trading
companies showed the biggest increases in profits, while financial companies have taken a
significant hit. Other highlights include:

* Total sales among the Global 2000 totaled $30 trillion.

* In a credit crunch, blue chip stocks like Microsoft and ExxonMobil should thrive.

* The bull run in natural resources has helped Third World miners in countries such as Brazil.

* 32 Japanese companies dropped off this year’s list, partially a result of a 7% drop in their stock
market so far in 2008.

* Wal-Mart leads in one-year gains in employees.

* Total Global 2000 profits rose 8%.

* 242 companies have dropped off since last year, and half of the original 25 biggest companies
listed in 2004 have dropped in rank.

* The median aftertax profit per employee for the world’s biggest companies is $37,800.

RELATED STORIES:
Better Safe Than Sorry (p. 140) - Why HSBC’s conservative approach to investment banking once
seemed silly, but now looks sensible.

Kiss and Punch (p. 128) —- How WPP Group’s weirdly effective mix of order and chaos has made it
the world’s second-largest advertising-p.r. company.

Bulldog Blues (p. 144) — Volvo trucks are selling well abroad, but the company’s iconic Mack truck
unit is riding a nasty roller coaster in the U.S.

For expanded tables, highlights, slideshows and more, visit: www.forbes.com/forbes2000

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:
Gold Chasers (p. 54) — It’s bad out there on just about every front. But for some intrepid investors,
there’s never been a better time to jump in. What they’re buying and why.

Rehab, Reuse, Recycle (pg. 70) — John Shegerian gives second chances to busted computers — and
to former addicts and ex-cons. Learn how this businessman is doing good while making a profit.

Contact: Helaina Rosenthal: hrosenthal@forbes.com or 212.367.2620.




