
 BOISE, IDAHO TOPS FORBES' 7TH ANNUAL 

BEST PLACES FOR BUSINESS & CAREERS SURVEY 

New York, NY (May 5, 2005)—In a year of rising prices, Forbes' Best Places for Business and Careers analysis rates the 150 largest metro areas that stand out when it comes to keeping costs down and attracting smart people—with Boise, Idaho heading the list (p. 152).  Criteria for the ranking includes: business and living costs, the education of the work force, job and income growth, migration patterns over the past five years, crime rates and a culture-and-leisure index. 

Repeating at #2 from last year is Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina, with a 39% college-educated adult population, business costs below the national average and a re-energized textile industry (p. 130).  Rounding out the top three again is Austin, Texas, whose gross metro product growth has slumped but is expected to rebound due to one of the nation’s smartest work forces.  Falling to #10 from last year's first-place ranking is Madison, Wisconsin, which dropped due to slower income growth and higher business costs.  For detailed information on all the largest metro areas—and a ranking of 168 smaller ones—visit www.forbes.com/bestplaces.

This year’s Top Ten Best Places for Business and Careers:
1.  Boise, Idaho (#7, 2004)




 6.  Huntsville, Alabama (#8, 2004)

2.  Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina


 
 7.  Fayetteville, Arkansas (#5, 2004 

     (#2, 2004)

      




      Best Small Places List)

3.  Austin, Texas (#3, 2004)




 8.  Norfolk, Virginia (#33, 2004)

4.  Washington, DC-Northern Virginia (#4, 2004)
 
 9.  Atlanta, Georgia (#5, 2004)

5.  Albuquerque, New Mexico (#12, 2004)

           10.  Madison, Wisconsin (#1, 2004)

OTHER STORIES:

COMING SOON TO A TINY SCREEN NEAR YOU (p. 64)—Titans in entertainment and telecom and legions of upstarts are betting billions of dollars that people will want to use cell phones for TV, music, gambling, navigation—even porn. Whatever happened to good old-fashioned chitchat?

BAD MEDICINE (p. 202)—Regulators and drug industry executives are trying to stem a rising tide of tens of thousands of Web sites that sell fake or low-quality prescription drugs of unknown origin to Americans illegally. 

BEST BROKERAGE ANALYSTS (p. 112)—Forbes' best forecasters and stock pickers in over 50 industries, ranked in partnership with StarMine. For an interactive version, go to www.forbes.com/best analysts.

Contact: Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
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