
WHO WILL DISCOVER THE NEXT BLOCKBUSTER DRUG?  
FORBES EXPLORES THE “MEDICAL MERLINS” BEHIND THE SCENES
New York, New York (June 5, 2003)—With billions of dollars at stake, drug companies can not afford to take chances with their research.  But, in many cases, the risk-takers are those who produce the blockbuster drugs that realize huge profits.  In MEDICAL MERLINS (p. 113), Forbes celebrates the pioneers that shepherded life-altering drugs through the rigorous research and development process—often risking their own careers.  And, Forbes explores what new “miracle medicines” might be on the horizon.  Highlights include:
· The drug Avastin could become the first entry in a new way to treat cancer.  The drug shuts down tumors by quelling their ability to form the new blood vessels that feed their expansion.  Napoleone Ferrara of Genentech had the foresight to appreciate the possibilities of the new cancer treatment and the tenacity to see it through to the development of a drug.
· The recently approved drug Velcade—the first new treatment in a decade approved for the cancer known as multiple myeloma—would not have made it through development and testing if it weren’t for the determination of Julian Adams.  Head of drug discovery for Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Adams saved Velcade from oblivion when two successive mergers could have killed it.
OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:
· DIRTY LITTLE SECRET (p. 48)—Online porn racks up over a billion dollars a year in sales.  A few (little-known) banks make it happen.  Hidden behind all that forbidden skin is the engine making Web porn possible:  the banks that handle the credit card purchases.  Among the banks currently or previously facilitating the titillation trade:  Minotola National Bank of Vineland, NJ; Heartland Bank of St. Louis, MO; Benchmark Bank of Dallas, TX; Amtrade International Bank of Atlanta, GA; and First Data’s First Financial Bank.
· FEEL-GOOD JUSTICE (p. 52)—The Sarbanes-Oxley law is supposed to prevent corporate fraud and punish the guilty.  So why is it punishing WorldCom’s victims?  The $500 million goes to “victims” who lost money due to fraud, and WorldCom’s shareholders were the biggest losers.  But other victims—WorldCom’s creditors—were sent the bill for the company’s wrongdoing.
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