
FORBES PROFILES NEW KING OF BLING: LAURENCE GRAFF
Plus: Where to Retire and Why Michael Moore Got it Wrong
New York, NY (July 26, 2007) — The latest issue of Forbes profiles the man at the helm of the hottest brand in the highest tier of jewelry retailing.  Laurence Graff climbed from scrubbing toilets in London’s East End to selling stones of the greatest weight and highest quality to his cultivated customers, who include bold-faced names like Victoria Beckham, Imelda Marcos, Naomi Campbell, and Donald Trump, who bought wife Melania’s 12-carat engagement ring from Graff’s Madison Avenue store. Worth an estimated $2.5 billion, the Graff empire includes 15 stores in the globe’s wealthiest spots, a wholesale buying operations, and even an upcoming coffee table book on jewels. For this feature and more, visit Forbes.com at www.forbes.com.
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:
Tax-Free in the Rust Belt: Where to Retire (p. 72) – Forbes brings you the best tax locales for retirees, including where you can find special breaks and exemptions.
Your retirement tax haven may be closer to home than you think.  

Slicko (p. 40) – Michael Moore got it wrong: the problem with health insurance isn’t that they reject too many claims, but that they pay too many. Forbes reports on the national healthcare issue of over-generous insurers, costing companies and local governments billions of dollars every year.

Eat Some Ultra Rice (p. 62) – For billions of people around the world, rice is a cheap source of energy that provides little nutrition. Learn about Ultra Rice, a new, imitation rice grain enhanced with minerals and vitamins to help fight malnutrition.
Steve Forbes’ Fact and Comment: Open-Heart Surgery – 90% Off! (p. 21) – Forbes Editor-in-Chief Steve Forbes weighs in on “medical tourism,”  an industry that is quickly becoming an answer to the financial health care crisis that is crippling thousands of Americans. 

Katrina’s Surprise (p. 96) – Forbes reports on the startling upside that has emerged from the tragedy caused by Hurricane Katrina. One New Orleans charter school is brimming with energy, ambition, and rising test scores among its 420 students, more than 90% of who come from low-income African-American families.
Contact: Elizabeth Wasden at 212.367.4157 or ewasden@forbes.com
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