
FORBES ANNOUNCES 4th ANNUAL LIST OF 

WORLD’S MOST POWERFUL WOMEN 

New York, NY (August 30, 2007) – As women around the world are steadily increasing their clout in both the political and business arenas, Germany’s first female chancellor, Angela Merkel, again heads Forbes’ annual list of “100 Most Powerful Women.” This year’s list is comprised of 29 women shaping governments around the world and 66 business executives, plus women leading non-profits and media empires. It shows a significant increase of female power in the Middle East, such as Sheikha Mozah Al-Missned (#79), First Lady of Qatar, and Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi (#99), Minister of the Economy for the United Arab Emirates, who both appear for the first time on Forbes’ list. Women are running conglomerates, nonprofits, and entire countries, including PepsiCo.’s Indra Nooyi (#5); philanthropist Melinda Gates (#24); and Indian National Congress Party President Sonia Gandhi (#6); and France’s first woman finance minister, Christine Lagarde (#12). 

Influential women in Washington that appear on this year’s list are: Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice (#4); Senator and high-profile Presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton (#25); First Lady Laura Bush (#60); and Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (#26). Sixteen women from around the globe debut on the list this year, including Harvard University President Drew Faust (#47); Anglo American Chief executive Cynthia Carroll (#7); Chanel Global Chief Executive Maureen Chiquet (#80); and Margaret Chan (#37), Director-General of the World Health Organization. Media heavyweights also have a significant presence this year: Oprah Winfrey (#21) continues to wield her power through television, magazines, and radio; Meredith Vieira (#55) climbs the list with her move to NBC’s Today Show, while network anchors Diane Sawyer (#62) and Katie Couric (#63) stay competitive with one another further down the list.  Rankings are based on a combination of economic impact, media reach, and influence.
	RANK
	NAME
	TITLE/COUNTRY

	1
	Angela Merkel
	Chancellor/Germany

	2
	Wu Yi
	Vice Premier/China

	3
	Ho Ching
	Chief executive, Temasek Holdings/Singapore

	4
	Condoleezza Rice
	Secretary of State/U.S.

	5
	Indra Nooyi
	Chief executive, PepsiCo/U.S.

	6
	Sonia Gandhi
	President, National Congress Party/India

	7
	Cynthia Carroll
	Chief executive, Anglo American/U.K.

	8
	Patricia Woertz
	Chief executive, Archer Daniels Midland/U.S.

	9
	Irene Rosenfeld
	Chief executive, Kraft Foods/U.S.

	10
	Patricia Russo
	Chief executive, Alcatel-Luscent/U.S.


For the full list, complete bios, expanded tables, and more, visit www.forbes.com/women.
POWER WOMAN (p. 118) – Areva’s Anne Lauvergeon is France’s nuclear energy crusader, and is taking on not only her country, but the entire world to bring growth to her company.  As investors question the building costs of nuclear plants, Lavergeon stays busy lobbying for Areva in front of foreign heads of state. 

This Won’t Hurt a Bit (p. 117) – Forget Hillary.  The real force in health care today is WellPoint’s new chief executive, Angela Braly. Her company provides coverage to one in every nine Americans, and she believes the industry can be reformed by taking measured steps in the private sector. Braly is trying to put a kind face on this controversial business.
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