
FORBES’ 2005 MUTUAL FUND SURVEY SIZES UP VANGUARD AND OTHERS

New York, NY (September 1, 2005)—Forbes’ 2005 Mutual Fund Survey sizes up Vanguard’s “ultralow costs and holier-than-thou image,” as it struggles in the race for fund supremacy. In “The Un-Vanguard” (p. 182), Forbes reports, “If American Funds Group’s sales trends continue, it will top Vanguard in assets at the end of next year.” The annual survey also includes reviews of Cash Funds (p. 196) and Bond Funds (p. 200), as well as Forbes’ picks for, “The Honor Roll” (p. 208), “Best Buys” (p. 212) and “The Extremes” (p. 216).

For additional funds and detailed information, visit www.forbes.com/fundsurvey. 

RELATED STORIES: 

DUMB MONEY (p. 188)—If your mutual fund is getting hot, you might want to bail out before it cools off. A popular fund’s hottest six months often are a sign of a downturn for the portfolio.

HIDDEN BAUBLES (p. 192)—Investors believe big is better, and often it is in mutual funds. Yet, small funds can post spectacular results and often go unrecognized. 

CASH IS TRASH (p. 196)—After a huge run in value funds, some managers are sitting on the money and saying stocks are too expensive. Other managers say letting money sit around is sinful and swear good buys can still be had.

HOW TO PICK A GOOD BOND FUND (p. 200)—For the novice investor, picking a bond fund entails a daunting search through hidden costs, skimpy disclosure and other worldly jargon. Forbes provides tips to help bond beginners summon the courage to proceed. 

BOOBY PRIZE (p. 203)—Woeful performance, steep fees and a stubbornly provincial investment strategy have earned the Perkins Opportunity Fund this year’s Booby Prize.

OTHER STORIES:

CATHOLICS IN CRISIS (p. 112)—Between tort lawsuits and declining attendance, the Roman Catholic Church in North America is a financial mess. Some Wall Streeters think they can clean it up.

WHO NEEDS HYBRIDS? (p. 62)—Automakers are introducing less expensive fuel-saving technologies that may save more gas than hybrids in the long run, simply because more vehicles would use them.

BEIJING’S TACTICAL RETREAT (p. 242)—Forbes Columnist and professor of applied economics at The John Hopkins University Steven H. Hanke believes a significant yuan appreciation against the dollar today would result in a nasty deflationary impulse. This would completely sink China’s banking system and spread untold hardship among China’s 800 million rural residents. 
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