
FORBES CONSIDERS MICROSOFT AT 30

New York, NY (September 15, 2005)—In “Microsoft’s Midlife Crisis” (p.88), Forbes looks at the company’s current quandary as CEO Steve Ballmer works to establish domination in new markets. Microsoft currently holds only 20% of the fast-growing Web-server software market, while their MSN search service only gets 13% of queries. Forbes reports, “Microsoft, with $40 billion in sales and 60,000 employees, has grown musclebound and bureaucratic.” While not currently ahead, Microsoft remains extremely competitive and hopes to improve their stance in these markets with 15 product releases slated for the next 18 months.

For the full story and more, visit www.forbes.com 

THE KATRINA EFFECT:

Forbes offers additional reporting and analysis of the aftermath and impact of Hurricane Katrina. Topics include:

· Oil and gas (p. 49)

· Insurance (p. 50)

· Cleaning up (p. 52)

· Real Estate (p. 52)

· Recovery from the disaster (p. 54)

· Rebuilding (p. 56)

· FEMA (p. 56)

OTHER STORIES:

DAMN THE BUBBLE, LET’S BUILD A CITY! (p. 98)—MGM Mirage Chief Executive Terrence Lanni is sinking $5 billion into CityCenter, which will include condos, stores, and a hotel-casino. It could be the biggest thing to hit Vegas or a large-scale victim of a burst housing bubble.

A SHOWBIZ WHIZ (p. 75)—Filmmaker Tyler Perry put up $2.5 million of his own money for his Hollywood debut, Diary of a Mad Black Woman. Now a hot property, Perry represents a new showbiz paradigm: the ability to hit the big time without star-making machinery.

WHEN THE GROWTH REBOUNDS (p. 80)—The glory days of giant growth companies and the funds that owned them came to an abrupt end in March 2000. Could it be time for a rotation back to big-cap growth? It could well be.

CHEAP BEATS (p. 67)—Sonic Impact Technologies introduced the T-Amp—a battery-powered toy audio player—in 2003 to no acclaim. Suddenly last fall, orders for the player surged as reviews claimed it produced music as sweet-sounding as costly amplifiers.

Contact: Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
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