
FORBES RANKS 200 BEST SMALL COMPANIES; COGNIZANT TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS RANKS NO. 1
Forbes Names Amnon Landon, CEO of Mercury Interactive, “Entrepreneur of the Year”

New York, New York (October 9, 2003)—In a questionable economic environment, these 200 small companies managed to grow and prosper.  In HOT SHOTS:  200 UP AND COMERS (p. 139), Forbes singles out the small companies that have made enormous progress even in the face of the worst odds.  A total of 68 companies fell off the list this year, 34 are first timers and 34 have rejoined after being dropped.  According to Forbes, “Our Hot Shots mirror larger trends in America.  With healthcare a swelling component of the GDP, for instance, it’s no surprise to find 50 medical-related companies on our list.”  
In order to compile the list, Forbes starts with a database of more than 3,500 companies with sales between $5 and $600 million.  Companies with a net margin or five-year average ROE below 5% are culled out.  In addition, shares of selected companies had to be trading above $5 by the end of September.  Forbes did not include banks, utilities, real estate investment trusts and limited partnerships whose financial structures are too different from most operating companies.  Also excluded were companies that went public after January 1, 2001.  Finally, companies were ranked giving equal weight to growth in sales, earnings and ROE for the past five years and the latest 12 months.  For the full list visit:  www.forbes.com/hotshots.
OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:
· HIGHER GROUND (p. 140)—Forbes “Entrepreneur of the Year” Amnon Landon learned to create his own luck as an Israeli commando.  Now he is pushing Mercury Interactive to find new challenges—and to climb into the top ranks of the software business.
· ONE HAND GIVETH (p. 108)—Too many trustees of tax-exempt foundations seem to have trouble keeping their hands out of the cookie jar.  One reason:  No one is watching.
· OPERATION! (p. 247)—Is elective surgery overdone?  According to Forbes, a silent scandal simmers untended in American medicine.  Every year surgeons perform thousands upon thousands of questionable or unnecessary procedures on unwitting patients.  The complications can be deadly, and the costs potentially add up to billions of dollars.
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