
FORBES’ 2005 200 BEST SMALL COMPANIES 

Soft Drink Distributor Hansen Natural Overtakes #1 Spot, Up from #56 in 2004

New York, NY (October 12, 2005)—After topping the 2003 and 2004 list, Cognizant Technology Solutions falls to #2 as Hansen Natural overtakes the top spot on Forbes’ “200 Best Small Companies” list (p. 187).  The ranking features solid and consistent small companies that have performed well and are poised for another growth spurt. Members must have revenue between $5 million and $750 million, net profit margins greater than 5%, and share prices above $5 as of September 29, 2005. The ranking provides a starting point for investors looking for growth stocks. Fifteen companies on 2004’s list grew too large to be included this year. 
In “Down and Dirty” (p. 154), Forbes announces its choice of 2005 Entrepreneurs of the Year—I. Jon and Jon S. Brumley. Forbes reports, “Taking big risks and pumping oil on the cheap, the Brumleys have built their company into one of the hottest little outfits in Texas.”
For more information, visit www.forbes.com/200best
RELATED “BEST 200” STORIES:

SHOT IN THE DARK (p. 163)—Five years ago, infrared imaging pioneer Flir Systems looked like a goner after an accounting scandal. Now, with revenues nearly tripling to $483 million, the company is #39 on the list.

FOURTEEN FAVORITES (p. 171)—Being a great company is very different from being a great investment. New Horizons Fund manager Jack LaPorte chooses his top 14 small-cap winners. 
YOUR BIG BEST FRIEND—OR NOT (p. 182)—Tiny companies can get a great jump start from a single giant customer but the downside can be steep and nasty if that customer walks away. Nearly half of this year’s 200 derive 10% or more of their sales from one customer.
OTHER STORIES:

O SAGE! O CONFIDENCE MAN! (p. 102)—James Grant assesses Alan Greenspan’s exit after 18 years as Fed Chairman and the legacy he leaves behind: a crazy housing market, overextended consumers and a burst stock bubble.
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