
WALL STREET’S BEST LIST THEIR

 STOCK PICKS AND PANS FOR 2005 

NEW YORK, NY (October 27, 2004)—Seven of the best brokerage analysts give their top stock picks as well as the stocks to avoid in BEAT THE CONSENSUS (p. 95). Forbes “recently checked in with these analysts to find out where their 2005 earnings calls set them apart from the herd, not by pennies but by nickels and dimes.” Topping the list for accuracy is Credit Suisse’s Ivy Zelman. For more on this and other stories, visit www.forbes.com. 
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

PULLING THE PLUG ON MARSH (p. 126)—New York State Attorney General Eliot Spitzer announced a suit against Marsh & McLennan stating an uncommon willingness to shortchange its customers. Now its customers could deliver fatal consequences.

MOVE OVER, EDISON (p. 111)—Michael Collins and his company Big Idea Group of Manchester, N.H. make money off other people’s notions. Inventors line up in hopes that their idea will be bought, licensed and sold.

TAKING ON A MONSTER (p. 121)—Two experimental drugs, IL-13 and Transmid, provide hope to those suffering from fatal brain cancer. While still in the late-stage trials of approval, the preliminary results for the drugs suggest a shrink in tumors and a median survival increase.

ON THE BACKS OF THE POOR (p. 156)—Western Union pioneered coast-to-coast telegraph service and now dominates the money transfer business. By gearing to illegal immigrants in the U.S., the company has built a billion-dollar business on their dilemma.

HONDA TAKES TO THE SKIES (p. 184)—Is there a flying car in your future? With the airline business beginning to think about miniaturizing aviation, Forbes reports that Honda is aiming to take a big piece of the market, in much the same way it ambushed U.S. carmakers in the 1970’s with cheap and efficient autos.

THE SADDAM SHUFFLE (p. 56)—There’s a lot of money to be made when governments set the price of oil. See how the game worked for Saddam Hussein and some lucky oil traders participating in the oil-for-food program.

POWER BROKER (p. 180)—After facing Enron-like charges of fraudulent trading and price gouging during California’s energy crisis, Chief Executive Bruce Williamson restructured Dynegy and got its energy back.

CONTACT: Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com

EMBARGOED UNTIL THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28


4:00 P.M. ET








