
FORBES’ EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH 
LIESEL PRITZKER

New York, New York (Thursday, November 6, 2003)—In her first press interview, Liesel Pritzker explains to Forbes why she is suing her family.  Feeling cheated by her own flesh and blood, Liesel went to court looking for answers.  What turned up was a huge family stash, protected by one of the sweetest tax deals ever.  For the full story visit: www.forbes.com
WHO WILL PUTIN PROSECUTE NEXT?  
Even with the arrest last month of Russian oil tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky on charges of fraud, theft and tax evasion, Russian President Vladimir Putin insists he has no plans to reverse the results of Yeltsin-era privatization.  Even so, Khodorkovsky’s arrest has Russian businessmen “biting their fingernails,” according to Forbes.  Putin might not want to reverse privatization, but, as Forbes states, “that doesn’t mean he can’t go after the oligarchs.”  The most vulnerable company according to Forbes:  Sibneft.  Former owner Boris Berezovsky has already fled to London, and his partner, Roman Abramovich, seems to be thinking about doing the same.  
OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:

· THE REAL MUTUAL FUND SCANDAL (p. 58)—Forbes uncovers the real problem with mutual funds.  While crooked day trading by mutual fund managers gets all the press attention, the big item costing investors is fees.  Currently, 4,200 funds, or 62% of the total, charge fees known as 12b-1s, according to Lipper.  According to Forbes, “The smart money doesn’t pay 12b-1s; 2,700 of the funds that charge 12b-1s have a share class exempt from the fee.”  Individual investors should be on the lookout for these fees.

· 500 LARGEST PRIVATE COMPANIES (p. 174) —Forbes’ annual list of the largest private companies in America.  In order to make the list, the company must be a U.S. headquartered private business that does not have widely held common stock.  The company must also have latest fiscal year revenue of more than $1 billion.  Excluded from the list are:  firms with fewer than 100 employees; nonprofits that do not pay taxes; mutual cooperatives; auto dealerships; and businesses with more than 50% of their sales from real estate.
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