FORBES: TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS THE MOST VALUABLE TEAM IN HOCKEY, WITHOUT A WINNING RECORD
PLUS: FORBES NAMES AMERICA’S LARGEST PRIVATE COMPANIES 

New York, NY (November 8, 2007) – The Toronto Maple Leafs have not won the Stanley Cup in 40 years, yet they are the most lucrative hockey team on the planet (Winning Isn’t Everything, p. 96). Forbes investigates how one of the worst teams in the league is the most valuable franchise in the sport, its value having soared 23% a year since the initial investment by the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan in 1994.  Plus, Forbes publishes its annual valuations of all 30 NHL teams. For full rankings, data and commentary on each team, visit www.forbes.com/nhl/.

This issue also marks Forbes’ annual list of America’s Largest Private Companies (p. 190).  The 424 companies on this year’s list have at least $1billion in annual revenue, and either too few shareholders to be required to file SEC financial statements or shares whose ownership is restricted to some groups, such as family members or employees. Below is a look at the top 10 for 2007:

	RANK
	COMPANY/BUSINESS
	REVENUES 2006 ($MIL)
	# OF EMPLOYEES
	HEADQUARTERS

	1
	Koch Industries/chemicals, energy, technology
	90,000e
	80,000
	Wichita, KS

	2
	Cargill/agricultural commodities, food
	82,492e
	150,900
	Minneapolis, MN

	3
	Chrysler/auto, truck manufacturing 
	62,200e
	77,778
	Auburn Hills, MI

	4
	GMAC Financial Services 
	35,723
	31,400
	Detroit, MI

	5
	PricewaterhouseCoopers/

accounting
	25,150
	146,767
	New York, NY

	6
	Publix Super Markets/supermarkets 
	21,820
	140,000
	Lakeland, FL

	7
	Ernst & Young/accounting
	21,160e
	121,000
	New York, NY

	8
	Mars/candy, pet food, electronics 
	21,000
	40,000
	McLean, VA

	9
	Bechtel/engineering, construction
	20,500
	40,000
	San Francisco, CA

	10
	C&S Wholesale Grocers/food distributor 
	19,454
	18,000
	Keene, NH


ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

Me and My Secretary (p. 42) – Warren Buffett has bet his fellow members of The Forbes 400 $1 million that their average federal tax rate is less than the average rate of their secretaries and receptionists.  Find out if anyone is taking him up on his challenge, and how other. billionaires feel about Buffett’s bet.
Hank Greenberg’s Revenge (p. 84) – Hank Greenberg was ousted from AIG two and a half years ago amid fraud charges that have yet to materialize. Today, he is unrepentant and angry, plotting a comeback and perhaps a proxy fight.
Dial-an-ER (p. 140) – Have you ever been sick and wished that the doctor would just come to you? A new healthcare plan from Premera Blue Cross is bringing Microsoft employees that luxury.  

Contact:  Elizabeth Wasden at 212-367-4157 or ewasden@forbes.com
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