
FORBES ANNOUNCES AMERICA’S LARGEST PRIVATE COMPANIES FOR 2005

NEW YORK, NY (November 10, 2005)—Forbes finds that private companies have plenty of clout in the U.S. economy, with 339 companies on this year’s list (p. 212) selling a trillion dollars’ worth of goods and services and employing 4 million people. Topping this year’s ranking for the third consecutive year are Cargill (#1), Koch Industries (#2) and Mars (#3). PricewaterhouseCoopers moves up to the #4 spot as Publix Super Markets falls one spot from last year to #5. Rounding out the rest of the top ten are—Bechtel, Ernst & Young, C&S Whole Sale Grocers, Semgroup, and Meijer. 

To be classified as private, companies must have too few shareholders to be required to file public financial statements or restrict it share ownership to a limited group. Forbes excludes: companies that do not pay taxes; real estate investment and management companies; cooperatives; mutuals; auto dealerships; companies with fewer than 100 employees; and companies 50% or more owned by other private, public or foreign companies. 
For the entire list and more, visit www.forbes.com/private 
RELATED STORIES:

BRIGHT SPOT (p. 194)—Buyout king Wilbur Ross is a well-known agglomerator of businesses producing steel, coal and auto parts. Now he wants to turn the troubled U.S. textile industry inside out.

PARTS FOR THE SENSITIVE CAR (p. 204)—German-based Bosch makes car part components that no one else offers. This global giant would rank third on the list of America’s Largest Private Companies if it were based in the U.S. 
OTHER STORIES:
MOORE’S LAW (p. 116)—Lots of people are getting rich off of America’s ailing $2 trillion medical system. Medical malpractice lawyer Thomas Moore is among the most creative of them.
CELLULAR SCION (p. 130)—Qualcomm Chief Executive Paul Jacobs has two things to prove: that the company can hold on to its gatekeeper tax on the cell phone industry, and that he deserves to be running Qualcomm. 
CONTACT: Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
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