
FORBES’ 2005 COLLECTORS GUIDE

What's Hot, What's Not and How to Tell the Difference

New York, NY (December 8, 2004)—Forbes' annual Collectors Guide for 2005 (p. 150) encompasses Meiji antiques, duck decoys, French art deco furniture, Kurt Cobain's drawings and a trove of other goodies.  Included are bargains and cautionary tales, "plus a peek behind the curtain to see how dealers conspire to lift prices and auctioneers learn the tricks of their trade."  For this and more, go to www.forbes.com.

RELATED ARTICLES:

THROUGH THE ROOF (p. 176)—Contemporary art prices are in the stratosphere but is the bubble ready to burst?

DECO RAIDERS (p. 152)— French dealers Jacques de Vos and Michel Giraud together contrived to put a little-known furniture master on the map.

TOP DRAWER (p. 156)—Controversial numismatist Jim Halperin is the leading rare coin dealer in the U.S, as his company is on track this year to sell $300 million worth of coins and other collectibles.

MEXICAN MEDICI (p. 162)—Since 2001 super-collector Eugenio Lopez has been the largest patron in Mexico's modern art scene—now he wants North Americans to share his passion for Latin American art.

THE ART OF THE GRUNGE (p. 180)—A decade after his suicide, rock music icon Kurt Cobain continues to earn big money through sales of Nirvana albums.  Today, his salvaged doodles might make a name—and even more cash—for him as an artist.

OTHER STORIES:

HYDROGEN MAN (p. 46)—Ford chief executive William Clay Ford, Jr. has a plan:  incorporate "better world" technologies into his products, those aimed at keeping both the environment and driver safe.

BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME (p. 60)—VeriSign's new strategy involves creating vast digital directories, layering products on top, and then hoping the money rolls in.

CONTACT: Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
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