
THE FORBES 400 GROW RICHER FOR THE 3rd CONSECUTIVE YEAR WITH A RECORD 374 BILLIONAIRES 

Collective Net Worth Climbs $125 Billion to $1.13 Trillion in 24th Annual Ranking

New York, NY (September 22, 2005)—The rich got richer in the 2005 Forbes 400 as the collective net worth of the nation’s wealthiest reached $1.13 trillion, and the number of billionaires increased for the third straight year—up from 313 in 2004 and 262 in 2003. According to Forbes, “All but 26 people on the roster are billionaires,” as the minimum fortune needed to make the list rises to $900 million, a $150 million jump from 2004. 

Bill Gates (#1) broadens his gap with Warren Buffett (#2), who trails Gates by $11 billion, while Paul Allen continues to hold steady at the #3 spot.  Surging further into this year’s top ten are Michael Dell (#4) and Larry Ellison (#5), who rounded out the bottom of 2004’s top ten list. Wal-Mart’s Waltons fill the rest of the top ten (#6-#10), with the late heir John Walton being replaced by his wife, Christy. For the full list and more, visit www.forbes.com. 

The Top 10 are as follows:

	RANK
	NAME
	WEALTH
	SOURCE
	2004 RANK

	1
	 Bill Gates
	 $51 Billion
	 Microsoft
	1

	2
	 Warren Buffett
	 $40 Billion
	 Berkshire Hathaway
	2

	3
	 Paul Allen
	 $22.5 Billion
	 Microsoft; investments
	3

	4
	 Michael Dell
	 $18 Billion
	 Dell
	9

	5
	 Larry Ellison
	 $17 Billion
	 Oracle
	10

	6
	 Jim Walton
	 $15.7 Billion
	 Wal-Mart
	7

	6
	 Christy Walton
	 $15.7 Billion
	 Wal-Mart (widow of John)
	--

	8
	 S. Robson Walton
	 $15.6 Billion
	 Wal-Mart
	5

	9
	 Alice Walton
	 $15.5 Billion
	 Wal-Mart
	8

	10
	 Helen Walton
	 $15.4 Billion
	 Wal-Mart
	4


Rising real estate and oil prices spiked several fortunes and helped contribute 33 new members to the list. The fortunes of Google founders Sergey Brin (#16) and Larry Page (#16) also increased dramatically, as their post-IPO wealth continues to accrue at speeds eclipsing Bill Gates' earnings climb after Microsoft first went public 19 years ago.

While many members saw substantial increases in worth this year, no one made more than casino titan Sheldon Adelson (#15), whose big gamble in casino mecca Macau, China added $8.5 billion to his fortune. Fashion provided several new trendsetters to the list, as New Balance owner Jim Davis and family (#189) and Urban Outfitters’ Richard Hayne (#201) make their debut. 

Entertainment moguls David Geffen and Stephen Spielberg remain on the list at #45 and #83 respectively, but the dream is over for DreamWorks as co-founder Jeffrey Katzenberg drops off. Teresa Heinz Kerry also missed this year as her inherited fortune failed to make the cut. Estate planning caused Gap founders Donald and Doris Fisher to fall off the list, but they are replaced by their heirs—William (#235), Robert (#235) and John (#258).
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